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  A Note from the Publisher


  


  Dear Aimée Leduc Fans,


  Welcome to the Aimée Leduc Companion. Get ready to follow Aimée through the darker side of the City of Lights in a brand new way. Eleven books into this wonderful series, I thought it was about time to give Cara Black’s devoted readers a little something extra. So here it is: a primer, a companion, a guide to the series from its characters to its street corners.


  Cara’s longtime copyeditor and one of her biggest fans, Phil Gaskill, volunteered to write it. Rosa Jurjevics, our immensely talented designer, brought it to life with fun visuals and interactive features.


  Use this companion in any way you see fit: as a story refresher for books you haven’t read in a decade, as a cheat sheet to keep track of who’s who, or to map out events, locations and murders as you read about them. And if you’re planning a trip to Paris, check out Cara’s recommendations for everything from which thrift stores carry the best Vintage Chanel to where to grab the perfect cappuccino.


  I thank you for your dedication to the Aimée Leduc series. Click ahead and enjoy the ride!


  All the best,


  Bronwen Hruska


  Publisher


  Soho Press
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  Introduction

  by Cara Black


  


  Bonjour and welcome to Aimée Leduc’s Paris: the off-the-beaten-track Paris, the Paris you’re not going to find in the guidebooks, the darker side of the City of Light. Aimée works as a private investigator, scouring the alleys of Paris, from the cafés and shops to the rooftops, catacombs, and, when clues take her there, the dank sewers under the city. These occasionally unpleasant adventures are just the price for solving some of Paris’s highest-profile murder cases.


  Aimée’s agency is located on the rue du Louvre, within view of the famous museum. The agency was created by her grandfather—formerly a Sûreté detective—and passed down to Aimée’s father, a flic, or cop. Aimée inherited the agency after witnessing her father’s tragic death in an explosion while he was on surveillance for a criminal investigation. With the help of her friend René Friant, a fellow Sorbonne student and a hacking wizard, Aimée took over the agency and turned its focus toward computer security, vowing never to take on any criminal cases like the one that had killed her father. Some promises, however, are easier made than kept.


  Together, Aimée and René are a formidable team. René, a dwarf, is a natty dresser, drives a classic Citroën DS, and has feelings for Aimée that are, alas, unrequited. Aimée considers René to be her best friend; she would—and on numerous occasions has—put her life on the line for him.


  Aimée, half-American, half-French, is tall, svelte, and stylish. She has a sharp eye for spotting vintage couture at flea markets, runs in heels over the cobbles, and ties her scarf perfectly—a genetic trait of a true Frenchwoman. She never leaves her apartment without mascara and a spritz of Chanel No. 5. It’s Louboutin heels all the way, unless she’s wearing her high-tops for surveillance. In her worn Vuitton bag she carries a lockpick set, encryption manual, ChanelRed lipstick, and other tools of her trade


  Aimée zips around Paris on her moped, but when she takes a cab, she makes sure to over-tip the driver for rainy-night taxi karma. But she’s not perfect, by any means: Bad boys are her weakness, and she doesn’t cook. Why should she? That’s why bistros were created!


  Home is an inherited seventeenth-century townhouse on the Île Saint-Louis—a scenic island in the middle of the Seine—where she lives with her bichon frisé, Miles Davis (that’s pronounced Meels Daveez). The townhouse is equipped with antiquated plumbing, a nonexistent heating system, and auction-house antiques. She still misses her late father and secretly longs to find her American mother, who abandoned her when she was eight years old.


  Fierce in her pursuit of justice for the wronged and the forgotten in society, Aimée follows her investigations throughout the many arrondissements of Paris: the historic Jewish district of the Marais, the working-class boulevards of Belleville, the wholesale garment district of the Sentier, the passages and ateliers of the Bastille, the village streets in Clichy, the steep staircases of Montmartre, the arched bridges off the rue de Paradis, her own Île Saint-Louis, the Left Bank and medieval student area of the Latin Quarter, the aristocratic environs of the Palais Royal, and the Basque enclave of Passy, where Balzac lived, wrote, and hid from his creditors.


  Aimée’s world is inhabited by the faces of contemporary Paris: Jewish survivors of the German occupation, Arab, Haitian, and African immigrants, the elite from Grands Écoles, aristocrats, Corsican gangs, the haute bourgeoisie, Ministry officials, colonials from Indochina, and Kurdish militants. The walls of the city were built in the sixteenth century, the courtyards hidden, but secrets from the past resonate in Aimée’s Paris—a living, breathing, vibrant city.


  One reader told me at a reading in Paris, “I love Aimée because she never lets up and she never dresses down.”


  But right now Aimée’s checking her Tintin watch. It’s time to take Miles Davis for a walk quayside on the Seine before riding her moped to Leduc Detective. Won’t you join her?


  Bon voyage!


  --Cara


  .


  


  Main Characters
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  Aimée Leduc:Lives at 17, quai d’Anjou, on the Île Saint-Louis in an apartment she inherited from her grandfather. Leduc Detective (her grandfather started it, her father continued it) is at 18, rue du Louvre, near rue de Rivoli, not quite at the corner. She’s in her early thirties (but as a Frenchwoman she never reveals her age), 5 feet 8 inches tall. She owns and sometimes carries an unlicensed Glock 9mm and also owns a Beretta. Her father raised her after her mother disappeared. Aimee was with her father when he was killed and has a burn scar on her hand to prove it. She was an exchange student in New York for a year of high school. She also has close to a year of premed to her credit.
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  Sydney Leduc: Aimée’s missing American mother. Aimée bears an uncanny resemblance to her. She disappeared when Aimée was 8 years old. She left a note, so foul play is not suspected. She doesn’t appear in any book (except for a possible sighting and visit in Île Saint-Louis), but is mentioned in them all, as Aimée is obsessed with trying to find out more about her. Although Aimée feels she will never learn the whole truth, it seems Sydney may have left to join a radical leftist group, or perhaps even part of a terrorist cell. If she is still alive, she is mostl likely wanted.
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  Jean-Claude Leduc: Aimée’s late father, who raised Aimée on his own and whom she misses desperately. A private detective and former policeman. Inherited Leduc Detective from his father. Killed in a plastic-bomb explosion while he and Aimée were together on a stakeout about five years ago. He is mentioned in all the books, as Aimée yearns to find out more about his death.
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  Sebastian Leduc: Aimée’s younger cousin. Reformed addict. Six feet tall, dresses like a biker, bushy black beard, wears an earring. He owes Aimée big for her help getting him into and through rehab, and Aimée often cahses in on this debt by dragging Sebastien along on some of her dirtier jobs, particularly breaking and entering or going through people’s trash.
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  Inspecteur Morbier: Through the first eleven books, we never learn his first name. Does he even have one? The world wonders. Aimée’s godfather, and her father’s first partner on the beat. As Commissaire and sometime member of Brigade Criminelle, Morbier often has information Aimée needs -- and sometimes he needs her help, though not that he dmits it. He’s a bit of a curmudgeon, about 60, stocky (wears suspenders to keep his pants up) and jowly, with salt-and-pepper hair, bags under his eyes, bushy eyebrows, moustache. Lives in the Bastille quartier of the 11th arrondissement.
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  René Friant: Aimée’s partner, a computer wizard. Four feet tall; large green eyes, black hair, goatee. René and Aimée met when they were both students at the Sorbonne, where, in their first year, he helped her with a hacking project. They soon both dropped out to work together, and hav been inseparable ever since. Lives in a tiny studio apartment in the 4th arrondissement at 19, rue de la Reynie, very near the Beaubourg area. Drives a classic 1968 Citroën DS. Martial arts expert. His mother was a full-sized juggler in the circus.
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  Martine Sitbon: Aimée’s friend since high school; magazine editor and investigative journalist. Martine often helps Aimée track down information using her journalist connections, but her favors don’t come cheap: Aimée is forever owing Martine bottles of champagne or expensive dinners. Martine appears in each book and has a different job or male companion in almost every one.
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  Maurice: One-armed Algerian war vet who runs newspaper kiosks. Sometimes takes care of Miles Davis.
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  Serge Léaud: Criminologist, the Luminol expert. Father of twins who Aimée sometimes helps babysit. Serge performs autopsies in the public morgue, and Aimée often relies on him for the inside scoop on how a victim actually died. He may be a genius, but he’s also known for his macabre sense of humor and exceptionally strong stomach -- he eats his lunch right in the morgue.
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  Edith Mésard: The state prosecutor, or “La Proc.” Mésard is tough and no-nonsense, and does not look kindly on broken proceedure. But she does appreciate Aimée’s work.
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  Zazie (real name Juliette): Redheaded 10-year-old daughter of the owners of Café Magritte, right below Leduc Detective. Works in the café before and after school. Her mother’s name is Virginie; Zazie has a baby sister named Lise.
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  Miles Davis:(pronounced Meels Daveez) Aimée’s well-mannered bichon frisé puppy. Appears in all the books. Fresh horsemeat is his favorite. Not only well-behaved but courageous, Miles Davis receives the canine badge of honor in Murder in the Palais Royal.


  Ça va?—How are you?; How’s it going?; Are you okay?; etc.


  C’est vrai?—Really?


  Vraiment?—Really?


  


  Glossary


  


  bien sûr—of course


  tiens—wait; hold


  alors—so; then


  et alors—so?; so what?


  tant pis—too bad


  désolé(e)—sorry


  attends—wait; listen


  mec—guy


  clochard—tramp


  flic—cop


  pute (short for “putain”)—prostitute


  salaud, salope—jerk (male and female forms)


  hôtel particulier—townhouse


  Brigade Criminelle—homicide bureau (Paris only)


  commissariat—quartier police station


  quartier—district contained in Paris arrondissements,


  four per arrondissement arrondissement—administrative district of Paris (there are 20)


  un zinc—old reference to cafés, for their zinc counter


  Armata Corsa: Outlawed Corsican nationalist movement


  BRIF: Brigade Recherche et Intervention Fiduciarie


  Brigade Criminelle (“La Crim”): The homicide bureau in Paris


  CRS: Compagnies Républicaines de Sécurité (Security Units of the Republic)


  DST: Direction Surveillance de Territoire (Anti-Terrorist Brigade)


  EPIGN: Elite military sub-unit


  ETA: Euskadi Ta Askatasuna (armed Basque nationalists)


  GIGN: Military Division of Gendarmerie Raid Police Assault Unit


  IGS: Internal Affairs


  iKK: radical Kurdish Workers Party


  Institut Medico Legal: the morgue, or the coroner’s office


  SAMU: Service d’Aide Médicale d’Urgence (Emergency Medical Assistance Service)


  TRACFIN: Traitement du Renseignement et Action Contre Les Circuits Financiers Clandestins (Treatment of Information and Action Against Illicit Financial Circuits)


  Yellow Crescent: network of militant right-wing Turks
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  Murder in the Marais (November 1993)


  


  Aimée Leduc is approached by a rabbi to decipher a fifty-year-old encrypted photograph, then deliver it to a woman named Lili Stein. When Aimée arrives at Lili’s apartment in the Marais, the old Jewish quarter of Paris, she finds a corpse: the old woman has been strangled, and a swastika has been carved into her forehead. With the help of her partner, René, Aimée is determined to solve this horrendous crime. Then more murders follow—someone is targeting survivors of the Nazi Occupation of Paris, now elderly Jews who only narrowly avoided deportation to the death camps in the east. The murders seem to be hate crimes, and her search takes Aimée undercover inside a neo-Nazi group, where she must play a dangerous game to fit in and track down the information she needs. As dark secrets of the war come unearthed, however, Aimée begins to wonder whether she has been following the wrong trail. Many of the older Jews in the Marais are afraid and prefer to leave the past alone, but the horrible legacy of the death camps and the words “never forget” propel Aimée to find out the true identities of the criminals, past and present.


  Characters


  


  Non–series characters appearing in this book:


  Agronski, Inspecteur (Criminal Brigade)


  Barrault (Rambuteau attorney)


  Bertrand (Aimée’s hacker former boyfriend)


  Blum, Rachel (Lili’s friend, a little older than Lili)


  Cazaux, Laurent (French trade minister, candidate for prime minister)


  Clotilde (Aimée’s hairdresser)


  Clouzot, Albertine (owner of the Chanel suit)


  de Saux, Laurent (informer from Madame Pagnol’s class)


  Florence (Albertine Clouzot’s maid, picked the suit up from the cleaner)


  Goutal, Solange (Administration Assistant, Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine)


  Griffe, Hartmuth (German trade adviser), wife Grete, daughter Katia (died as a young child)


  Häckl, Ilse (Griffe’s bureau administrator)


  Hecht, Soli (from Temple Emanuel, hires Aimée to deliver something to Lili Stein)


  Javel, Félix (cobbler)


  Lartigue, Inspecteur (killed by Nazis in 1943)


  Leah (old friend of Aimée’s mother, runs Mon Bouton)


  Leif (Les Blancs Nationaux)


  Ludovice (waiter at Chez Mathieu, corner café near Aimée’s apartment), sometimes takes care of Miles Davis.


  Mazenc, Arlette (Javel’s fiancée murdered in the war)


  Noiret, Madame (clerk at Morbier’s office)


  Pagnol, Madame (Sarah and Lili’s teacher during WWII)


  Quimper, Henri (Belgian trade adviser)


  Rambuteau, Claude (Les Blancs Nationaux, Thierry’s father), recently deceased wife Nathalie Rambuteau, Thierry (Les Blancs Nationaux); Nathalie and Claude were not his adoptive parents


  Redonnet, Odile (Sylvie’s older sister)


  Redonnet, Sylvie (cafeteria server at Lili and Sarah’s childhood school)


  Sausotte, Annick (Director, Centre de Documentation Juive Contemporaine)


  Stein, Abraham (Lili’s son), wife Sinta, son Ital


  Stein, Lili (murderee, we never see her alive)


  Strauss, Sarah (Griffe’s long-lost lover, a 14-year-old French Jew in 1942), aka Albertine Clouzot’s maid Florence


  Vitold, Herve (Security Administrator, BRI: Brigade de Recherches et d’Intervention)


  Yves (Les Blancs Nationaux)


  [image: image]


  


  Marais


  


  1. 18, rue du Louvre: Aimée Leduc’s office.


  2. Lili Stein’s apartment, 64, rue des Rosiers (approximate: the actual street ends at #52).


  3. Hôtel du Pavillion de la Reine, place des Vosges.


  4. Commissariat de Police, place Baudoyer.


  5. 17, quai d’Anjou: Aimée’s apartment, Ile Saint-Louis.


  6. Sq. Georges-Cain, rue Payenne.


  7. Post Office, rue des Francs-Bourgeois, said to have been the site of the local SS Kommandantur during the Occupation.


  8. Colonnade with a view of Sq. Georges-Cain. Look for François Ier’s salamander.
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  9. Holocaust Documentation Center. (9a is presumably where a certain bus accident happened.)


  10. Javel’s cobbler’s shop, rue Pavée.


  11. Leah’s Mon Bouton button factory, rue des Tournelles.


  12. Snooty Mme. Clouzot’s apartment, Impasse Poissonière.


  13. Place du Marché Ste.-Catherine. Thierry gets here from the Place de la Bastille by a devious route.


  14. Yves’s apartment.


  15. St. Paul taxi stand where Aimée takes her second taxi.


  16. Storefront synagogue, rue des Ecouffes.


  17. Aimée and Abe Stein sit at the café here facing the old covered market.


  18. Restaurant Le Renard, rue des Prêcheurs. 18a/b/c/d the route of Aimée’s and Morbier’s walk. (18d is Berthillon Sorbets.)
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  19. Rue Elzevir motorcycle chase.


  20. Archives nationales.


  21. Picasso Museum.


  22. Hôtel de Sully, with its passage to the Place des Vosges.


  23. Restaurant Ma Bougogne, place des Vosges. A real restaurant (some of the best steack tartare in Paris).


  24. Victor Hugo House.


  25. Odile’s apartment, rue de la Plâtre, presumably near Laurent de Saux’s apartment.


  26. Dessange haircut salon. An actual salon.


  27. Brasserie Bofinger, rue de la Bastille. A real and well-known restaurant.


  28. Académie de l’architecture, pl. des Vosges. Nearby, the supposed location of Le Figaro’s offices. (In fact, at the date the story takes place, 1993, Le Figaro’s offices were on the rue du Louvre, where the Leduc agency office is located.)
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  Murder in Belleville (April 1994)


  


  When Anaïs de Froissart calls Aimée begging for help, Aimée assumes her best friend’s sister wants surveillance on her philandering husband again, and Aimée is too busy right now to indulge her. But Anaïs, a politician’s wife with an unhappy marriage and a young daughter, insists Aimée must come, that she is in trouble and scared. Aimée tracks Anaïs down just in time to see a car bomb explode, injuring Anaïs and killing the woman she was with.


  Aimée, who saw her father die in a car bomb five years earlier, is shaken by the attack, but manages to escort Anaïs to safety. But Anaïs can’t explain what Aimée just witnessed. The dead woman, Anaïs says, is Sylvie Coudray, her cheating husband’s long-time mistress, but she has no idea who wanted her dead, and Anaïs officially hires Aimée to investigate.


  As she digs into Sylvie Coudray’s murky past, Aimée finds that the dead woman may not be who Anaïs thought she was. Her Belleville neighborhood, full of North African immigrants, may be hiding clues to who Sylvie really was. As a prominent Algerian rights activist stages a hunger protest against new immigration laws, Aimée begins to wonder whether Sylvie’s death was an act of terrorism, and who else may be at risk. To make matters worse, Yves, Aimée’s ex-boyfriend, a journalist who seems to appear in and disappear from Aimée’s life without any regard for her feelings, is back in town. Just the kind of distraction she doesn’t need right now.


  Characters:


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Morbier is now a Commissaire.


  Martine Sitbon is now editor at Le Figaro—she got promoted at the end of Muder in the Marais.


  Non–series characters appearing in this book:


  Anour, Beni (security guard)


  Berge, Bernard (government functionary), late brother Andre, half-brother Antoine (a pediatrician), stepfather Roman


  Cardet, Léon (Sylvie’s father)


  Claude (strongarm employee of Philippe de Froissart)


  Coudray, Sylvie (Anaïs’s husband’s supposed mistress, killed in Mercedes explosion)


  Dédé (“an old-fashioned mec who’s got a finger in every pot”)


  de Froissart, Anaïs (old friend of Aimée’s; Martine Sitbon is her sister), husband Philippe (minister of some department or other), daughter Simone


  Denet, Jules (baker, lives near the explosion)


  Dominique (preschool teacher at the hostage site)


  Elymani, Hassan (custodian/security guard)


  Fouaz, Samia (Zdanine’s wife; Morbier’s daughter with Mouna), son Marcus (later Marc)


  Geoffroy, Abbé (at Notre-Dame de la Croix)


  Gilles (Martine’s former boss and lover)


  Grandet, Eugénie (alias for Sylvie Coudray, or vice-versa)


  Guittard, Olivier (minister of some department or other)


  Hamid, Mustafa (Alliance Federation Liberation leader)


  Inés (waitress at Café des Artistes)


  Jouvenal (cop at Charonne commissariat, old colleague of Morbier and Jean-Claude’s)


  Khalil (Zdanine’s cousin)


  LeMoine (chief of operations at the hostage scene)


  Martaud, Sgt. (20th arrondissement)


  Monique (waitress at Les Fous de L’Isle bistro around the corner from Aimée’s apartment)


  Mouna (old girlfriend of Morbier’s, mother of their daughter Samia), killed accidentally in 1992 riots


  Muktar (one of the bad guys from the circus)


  Nedelec, Lucien (undersecretary of some department or other)


  Nwar, Kaseem (Algerian businessman)


  Polar, Franck (taxi driver)


  Rachid (hostage-taker)


  Roberge, Pierre (appraiser at Mikimoto)


  Roxanne (Martine’s assistant at Le Figaro)


  Sidi, Djeloul (Mustafa Hamid’s brother)


  Valat, Lt. Gaston (owner of Café Tlemcen)


  Vedrine, Lt. (equipment person at hostage scene)


  Visse, Madame (local Belleville resident), son Edouard, his wife Yolande


  Vivienne (Anaïs’s maid)


  Walid (mullah, assistant to Hamid)


  Youssefa (Eugénie’s contact); she’s from Oran, and she limps


  Yves (Aimée’s last boyfriend, now Cairo correspondent for Le Figaro)


  Zdanine (Samia’s pimp; Marc’s father; also a plastique explosives supplier)
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  Belleville


  


  1. Cafe Tlemcen, rue des Cascades. A false start, but not in the long run.


  2. The right place at the wrong time: 20 bis, rue Jean Moinon.


  3. Goncourt Métro stop: a new way of running red lights.


  4. Home to Anaïs and Philippe de Froissart, 15, villa Georgina.


  5. Nôtre Dame de la Croix, place de Menilmontant.


  7. An ear-witness and his bird, 34, rue Ste-Marthe.


  8. B. Berge’s old apartment, rue de l’Orillon.


  9. A clear address full of mystery; 78, pl de Guignier. Before Aimée can enter, she’s whisked off to … (see #10)
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  10. A meeting with Philippe and one of his “associates” on the Quai de Jemmapes.


  11. Lunch with Morbier, and a lesson to a local.


  12. Samia’s apartment and the hammam at which she works.


  13. Cirque d’Hiver. Their magicians seem to specialize in making people disappear.


  14. Café des Artistes, behind the Cirque d’Hiver, beefsteak for the up.


  15. After picking Samia up at Impasse Ouestre, a heart-to-heart with her in the Passage de la Fondérie.


  16. Place Chevalier, where the CRS buses are waiting.


  17. Café “la Vielleuse,” owned by Dédé, who knows everyone and has a hand in everything.
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  18. Evading thugs, via the coal chute.


  19. Terrasse Belvedere, Parc de Belleville: a great view of Paris and of Dédé’s two “associates.”


  20. EuroPhoto, rue Ménilmontant: not just family photos.


  21. Edith Piaf, rue Crespin du Gast. Escaping on the wings of a sparrow.


  22. École maternelle, rue de l’Ermitage.


  23.Cimitière de Belleville: last setting to rights.
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  A. Parc de Belleville.


  B. Cimitière Père Lachaise.


  C. Hôpital Saint-Louis.


  D: Canal Saint-Martin.


  Cara’s Belleville Picks


  


  Parc de Belleville: Everyone know the views from Montmartre are breathtaking. But the views from this park are fabulous, too.


  Hôtel du Nord: 102, quai Jemmapes 75010: famous for Marcel Carné’s oh-so-atmospheric movie of the same name starring the great Arletty and Louis Jouvet; well respected for its weekend brunches.


  Musée Edith Piaf: 5, rue Crespin du Gast (see #21). You must call in advance to make a reservation.
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  Murder in the Sentier (July 1994)


  


  When Aimée picks up the phone one hot July afternoon, she isn’t expecting the call to turn her life upside down. But the voice on the end, with its heavy German accent, belongs to a woman named Jutta Hald, a woman who claims to have shared a jail cell with Aimée’s long-lost mother, Sydney Leduc, who Jutta claims had been incarcerated for terrorism. If Aimée wants to learn the truth about her mother, and receive the valuable mementos Jutta claims to have, Aimée is to bring fifty thousand francs—money Aimée definitely doesn’t have readily available—to a rendezvous in an ancient tower in the Sentier. But when Aimée arrives, Jutta is dead, shot in the head at close range.


  Aimée realizes she has stumbled into something bigger than Jutta let on, and that her own life is in danger. But she can’t abandon the hope of learning the truth about her mother, and must get to the bottom of Jutta’s murder, even though this investigation isn’t going to pay any bills at Leduc Detective. Her next lead is to the famous author and radical Romain Figeac, but when she tries to track him down, she learns he has committed suicide only days earlier. Or was it suicide? Aimée is very suspicious. She has a lot of dangerously unsolved mysteries in front of her: Jutta Hald’s murder, Romain Figeac’s suspicious death, resurfaced materials from Sydney Leduc’s terrorist cell activities in the 1970s, police suppression of important information. The question is, can she put the pieces together before someone else ends up dead?


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Martine is now the editor of Madame Figaro. Previously she had been the editor of Le Figaro. And she has a new boyfriend, Jérôme.


  Non–series characters appearing in this book:


  Annika (Michel Mamou’s premier model)


  Anton (owner of auto repair shop where Stefan works)


  Barolet, Liane (Jutta Hald’s cellmate), mother Emilie


  Bellan, Loïc (anti-corruption cop)


  Buisson, Jean (Mabry’s uncle)


  Caillot, Jacques (reporter, author of a Figaro article about Aimee’s father maybe being a bent cop)


  Diaffa, Idrissa (Christian Figeac’s girlfriend, singer)


  Dray, Alphonse (old cop colleague of Teynard’s)


  Figeac, Christian (Romain’s son)


  Figeac, Romain (author, old ’60s radical, committed suicide recently), wife Jana


  Frédo (from Action-Réaction; knew Aimée’s mother)


  Frot, Léo (person-finder), wife Chantal


  Georges (from Action-Réaction)


  Gisela (daughter of Ulrike Rofmein), twin sister Marthe


  Goroux, Madame (Teynard’s receptionist)


  Haader, Marcus (of the Haader-Rofmein gang)


  Hald, Jutta (knew Aimée’s mother, wanted to help her find her)


  Helier, Sergeant (cop)


  Hubert (host of the party at the artists’ collective)


  Laborde, Paul (wealthy industrialist kidnapped by terrorists)


  Laure (works at Tallimard Press, publisher of Romain Figeac’s books)


  Lepic (former or current night-desk man at Le Figaro)


  Loisir, Huguette (old prostitute Aimée and her father used to live across the hall from)


  Mabry, Etienne (Christian Figeac’s financial adviser)


  Mala (dishwasher at Club Exe)


  Mand, Sergeant (cop, friend of Aimée’s)


  Marc (Morbier’s grandson), formerly Marcus


  Mamou, Michel (René’s albino entrepreneur friend), cousin Akiva


  Mamou, Nessim (Michel’s uncle)


  Mercier, Lieutenant (cop)


  Nico (tattoo artist)


  Picard, Hervé (firefighter)


  Rohl, Stefan, alias Pascal Ourdours (Mercedes mechanic, formerly of the Red Army)


  Sada, Ousmane (Idrissa’s kora player), girlfriend Cheike, cousin Khalifa


  Szlovak (cop who’d retired early)


  Teynard, Marius (retired commissaire, flic who had planted informer)


  Tolbiac, Detective (cop)


  Vigot, Alain (Romain Figeac’s editor)


  Yves (Aimée’s former boyfriend)


  Other former Red Army members mentioned:


  Beate


  Ingrid


  Jules Bourdon


  Marcus


  Ulrike Rofmein (of the Haader-Rofmein gang)
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  Sentier


  


  1. Leduc Detective Agency, 18, rue du Louvre.


  2. Michel’s studio, 8, rue du Sentier.


  3. Tour de Jean-sans-Peur, rue Étienne-Marcel. But Jean built the tower because he was afraid.


  And with good reason.


  4. Rue Montorgueil market.


  5. Aimée goes in for body art here?
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  6. Romain Figeac’s apartment, rue de Cléry.


  7. Mala’s apartment, rue des Jeuniers.


  8. Café Croissant, 146, rue de Montmartre. Lunch with Morbier in the restaurant where Jean Jaurès was assassinated, 1914.
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  9. Bourse (Stock Exchange).


  10. Agence France Presse.


  11. Artists’ squat, rue du Quatre Septembre.


  12. Another ex-cop’s detective agency, rue de Turbigo.


  13. Place des Victoires.


  14. For every Action, an equal and opposite Réaction, rue du Beauregard.
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  17. Ventilo show- and tearoom, 27 bis, rue du Louvre.


  18. On the runway with Michel, 38, Palais-Royal.


  19. [also see Cara’s Sentier Picks below] Le Grand-Véfour, Palais-Royal.


  20. Passage du Bourg-l’Abbé.


  21. On the runway with Michel, 38, Palais-Royal.


  22. [also see Cara’s Sentier Picks] Le Grand-Véfour, Palais-Royal.


  23. Passage du Bourg-l’Abbé.


  


  Cara’s Sentier Picks:


  


  Restaurant Le Grand-Véfour:17, rue de Beaujolais (Palais-Royal), 75001 Paris. Perhaps the most beautiful of the gastronomic temples.


  Restaurant Le Grand-Colbert: 4, rue Vivienne, 75002 Paris. A fine, comfortable, old-fashioned restaurant.


  Restaurant Le Vaudeville: 29, rue Vivienne, 75002 Paris. Up the street from the Grand Colbert, and perhaps even livelier. Open late.


  Dehillerin: 18, rue Coquillière 75001 Paris: maybe the most famous kitchen-supply store in the world.


  A. Simon: 48, rue Montmartre 75002 Paris: Dehillerin’s competitor, and better for dining-room supplies.
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  Murder in the Bastille (October 1994)


  


  When Aimée Leduc spent a small fortune on a gorgeous black silk Chinese jacket, the boutique owner swore it was a one-of-a-kind piece. So she is not pleased when a woman wearing an identical jacket sits down at the table next at the fancy Bastille restaurant where she’s waiting for her client. But her luck is about to get even worse—as she leaves the restaurant, Aimée is walking through an ancient passage when she is attacked and almost killed. When she wakes up in the hospital, she is blind. Her optic nerve has been damaged, perhaps irreparably, when her assailant tried to strangle her.


  Blind, hospital bound, and all but helpless, Aimée has her confidence shaken yet again when she learns that a woman was murdered in the Bastille the same night Aimée was attacked—a woman wearing the same Chinese jacket as Aimée. Which woman was the true target, and which was a mistake? There is a serial killer loose in the area, but something tells Aimée there’s something bigger going on here. Most frustrating, no one wants to help Aimée get to the bottom of this: not the police, who are sure they’ve got the whole thing wrapped up already; not Morbier, her godfather and the Commissaire, who wants her to mind her own business; not Guy, Aimée’s sexy-sounding eye surgeon, who wants her to get rest. But how can Aimée solve the mystery that may save her life when she can’t even see??


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Martine is now Vincent Csarda’s partner in a new magazine, Diva.


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Alfort, Dr. (third number on Josiane’s speed dial)


  Barzac (drug dealer)


  Bellan, Sgt. Loïc (cop), wife Marie, daughters Danielle, Monique, son Guillaume w/Down syndrome


  Bidi (works for Tulles)


  Brault, architect (knew Josiane Dolet)


  Cavour, Mathieu (antique restorer)


  Chantal (volunteer at eye hospital)


  Clothilde (owner of bar-tabac)


  Csarda, Vincent (Aimée’s client, ad agency head)


  Danoux, Madame (friend of Dr. Lambert’s)


  Dolet, Josiane (murderee)


  Ducasse, Alain (editor or something at Diva)


  Égérie, Lt. (cop)


  Iliescu, Dragos, aka Draz (Romanian goon)


  Inca (appears to be having affair w/Csarda)


  Lambert, Guy (doctor at l’hôpital des Quinze-Vingts eye hospital)


  Larzan, Gaetan (rents props), fiancée Giselle, cousin Pierre


  Malraux (art appraiser)


  Martin (Aimée’s father’s informer, still in the business)


  Medou (“Monsieur Fix-It”)


  Miou-Miou (on Josiane’s speed dial, astrologer)


  Mondriac, Lulu (owner of store Blasphème)


  Morvan, Capt. (cop)


  Nico (tattoo artist)


  Nord, Officer (cop)


  Piot, Alex (locksmith)


  Passot, Lucas (blind resident of l’hôpital des Quinze-Vingts)


  Rajeev (programmer and computer shop owner)


  Ravic (metalworker)


  Rayman, Maurice (betrayed in Résistance in WWII)


  Rémouze, Yann (old man)


  Reyaud, Dr. (retinologist)


  Sarnac, Madame (derelict old woman)


  Schell, Roswitha (old woman looking for antique commode)


  Suzanne (Cavour’s assistant)


  Sylvaine (nurse at l’hôpital des Quinze-Vingts)


  Toile, Mimi (Aimée’s next-door neighbor at l’hôpital des Quinze-Vingts)


  Tulles (grocer)


  Vaduz, Patric or Patrick (alleged serial killer)


  Verges (Vaduz’s lawyer)


  Yves (old boyfriend of Aimée’s, now a news bureau chief in Cairo)


  Yvon (Cavour’s apprentice)


  ANIMALS


  Brutus (Piot’s dog)
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  Bastille


  


  1. The restaurant at which it all starts. Probably Le Square Trousseau. If not, it should have been.


  2. Passage de la Boule blanche. No good deed goes unpunished.


  3. Hôpital Saint Antoine. First stop.


  4. Hôpital des Quinze-Vingts. Second stop.


  5. Opéra de Paris-Bastille. The front entrance.
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  6. Passage de Bel Air. What a difference one passage makes. Cavour père et fils: period furniture. gun-running (or worse), and much more. Can there be worse? Oh, yes.


  7. and 7a. The covered Marché d’Aligre, and, up at 34, rue Cotte, Josiane Dolet’s apartment.


  8. Monsieur Malraux’s little theatre, rue du Faubourg-Saint-Antoine.
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  9. Madame Danoux’s apartment (an old opera singer offers a port in the storm).


  10. (CD2–3) Clothilde’s bar. A little Peau le chien is good for the soul.


  11. (A4) The moorings of the Bassin de l’Arsenal. The seacoast of Romania?
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  12. Institut Medico-légale (that’s Morgue to you). Réné waits to find out from Serge just when a DOA did arrive.


  13. The Chapel (Saint Antoine’s) of the Hôpital des Quinze-Vingts: what a temptation.


  14. Vincent’s Populax office.


  15. The petit arabe at 22, blvd. de la Bastille. Help from an unexpected source.


  


  Cara’s Bastille Picks


  


  Le Square Trousseau: (see #1)1, rue Antoine Vollon, 75012 Paris. A lovely room (it’s appeared in more than one movie) and good food. bb.


  La Table d’Aligre: 11, place d’Aligre, 75012 Paris. Modern and imaginative cooking, and very sympa staff.


  Le Baron Rouge: 1, rue Théophile Roussel, 75012 Paris. Very popular wine bar near the Marché d’Aligre. The action spills out onto the street. Oysters in season.


  Le Bar à Soupes: 33, rue de Charonne, 75011 Paris. Four or five freshly made soups every day, served by the chef/owner and her gentle staff. Little menus built around the soup. Perfect for lunch. Carry-outs also available.


  À La Biche au Bois: 45, av. Ledru Rollin, 75012 Paris. Great-value menus, patient and friendly staff. Always crowded. ff.


  Open-air and covered market: Place d’Aligre and streets radiating from it. Every day. One of Paris’s great markets, especially strong on African and Middle Eastern produce.


  Open-air market: Blvd. Richard-Lenoir, between Place de la Bastille and rue du Chemin-vert. One of the two or three largest markets in Paris. Thursdays and Sundays.
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  Murder in Clichy (November 1994)


  


  Aimée needs to learn to relax. She has been introduced to the Cao Dai temple in Paris by her partner, René Friant. He urges her to learn to meditate: she could use a more healthful approach to life. But calm meditation is not her forte, and besides, when she goes to a Cao Dai temple to learn to meditate with a Vietnamese nun, she just gets herself into more trouble. The nun asks Aimée a favor: to take an envelope to a rendezvous in Clichy, and collect a bag from the man she meets there. But the intended recipient, Thadée Baret, is shot and dies in Aimée’s arms before the transaction can be completed, leaving Aimée with a wounded arm, a check for 50,000 francs, and a trove of ancient jade artifacts. Someone is in hot pursuit of this cache, and Aimée isn’t sure of anything except that she doesn’t want it to fall into that someone’s hands.


  As she digs for more information about her strange quandary, Aimée uncovers the secret history of these specific pieces. They are sacred imperial carvings looted forty years earlier when the French armies were fighting for what was then Indochina. French colonial history in Vietnam is complex and bloody, and the men who were responsible for the jade’s original theft have not been able to escape their consciences. Aimée searches for answers among auction houses and jade specialists, old vets of the Indochine wars, drug rings and Vietnamese immigrant neighborhoods to figure out who the jade really belongs to, and who was willing to murder for it.


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Aimée, after being blinded by an optic nerve injury last month in Murder in the Bastille, has recovered most of her sight.


  Martine is now an investigative freelancer for AFP—Agence France Presse—and Reuters.


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Baret, Thadée (donor to Cao Dai temple), ex-wife Sophie


  Blondel (scum)


  de Lussigny, Julien (on Olf’s board), ex-wife Lena de Lussigny, Pascale (Julien’s sister, another Thadée Baret ex-wife)


  de Rosnay, Saj (computer whiz)


  Dinard, Jacques (Asian art expert)


  Franck (apprentice at shoe repair shop)


  Gérard (café employee)


  Hortense (street person, former model)


  Jin (Vietnamese man wounded at same time as Gassot)


  JoJo (café employee)


  Lambert, Guy (eye surgeon), sister Cécile Bélise


  Langan, Minister (on Olf’s board)


  Lau, Derek (owner of Vietnamese restaurant), uncle Ming Lau (the real owner)


  Léo, short for Léontyne (crippled electronics wiz)


  Linh (Vietnamese nun)


  Lorette, Madame (gives Aimée some info about Gassot)


  Louis, aka “Nut” (electronics wiz)


  Mado (Sophie Baret’s sister)


  Mollard, Caporal (old WWI vet)


  Monsour, Madame (at Drouot auction house)


  Nadège (Baret’s niece, de Lussigny’s daughter), son Michel


  Neda (addict in Baret’s house)


  Ngoc (servant)


  Nguyen, Madame (Michel’s great-grandmother)


  Nico (owner of café near Leduc Detective)


  Pleyet, Inspector (cop)


  Quoc (Cao Dai temple custodian)


  Regnier, Fabien (Renseignements Généraux, RG)


  Ronsard, Commissaire (Brigade Criminelle)


  Sergei (guy at fleabag with roaming hands)


  Sorensen, Lars (police statistician)


  Tessier (Dinard’s assistant)


  Tet (Cao Dai priest)


  Tran (priest’s son from Indochina), cousin Bao (took care of Gassot after he was hurt)


  Verlet (somebody big at Olf)


  Comrades from the French Army in Indochina:


  Daudet, Albert (has just died), wife Lucie, Lucie’s ex-husband Paul


  Gassot, Hervè


  Nemours, Yvon


  Picq
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  North Clichy


  


  1. OLF headquarters, av. Wagram. Aimée put on the spot by a minister.


  2. Ste.-Marie des Batignolles. Maybe meeting at church wasn’t really the best idea.


  3. Guy’s new office, rue de Chazelles. But what does he have up his sleeve?
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  6. Musée Cernuschi, rue Velasquez, Parc Monceau. A stone wall around precious stones.


  8. The full-service orthopedist of passage Geffroy-Didelot: peg-legs and ANFO.


  9. Musée Henner, av Villiers. Is the director de-acquisitioning?
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  South Clichy


  


  4. Thadée’s gallery and apartment. And more?


  5. Marché des Batignolles. Meeting of the survivors of the Sixth Battalion.


  7. Catching kidnappers at the own games: Club Radio, rue Biot.
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  11. Sophie’s house, cité des Fleurs. But it’s Mado the heavy-metal rocker whom Aimée meets.


  12. Who was lost is found. And right around here: rue Lemercier.


  13. Hôtel Bonheur, rue Sauffroy. What happiness! Aimée and Réné go to ground, but not precisely in the lap of luxury.
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  14. An institution of higher learning, the Académie de Billiards, rue de Clichy, provides the setting for meeting another fraction of the opposition: Blondie.


  15. Aimée’s in it for the info, but this is music night: first at Lush, passage de Clichy, them pursued by fans, around the corner at Timbuktu, with a little Schubert thrown in along the way.


  19. Aimée finds Gassot’s hotel, and finds it guarded by a Russian Cerberus.


  20. Showdown above the rails. Now only one more house to stop at.


  


  Cara’s Clichy Picks


  


  Salle Pleyel: 252, rue du Faubourg St.-Honoré, 75008 Paris: one of the great concert halls in Europe. Great programs, great acoustics.


  Café Guerbois: 11, rue des Batignolles: location of this café, the site of regular meetings and discussions for “The Batignolles Group” of artists and writers: Manet, Fantin-Latour, Degas, Monet, Renoir, Sisley, and Zola were regulars.


  Musée Cernuschi: 7 rue Velasquez, 75008 Paris. The oriental-art museum of the city of Paris. (As distinct from the Musée Guimet, 6, place d’Iéna, 75116 Paris, the national oriental-art museum.)


  Musée Nissim de Camondo: 63, Rue de Monceau, 75008 Paris. An exquisite museum of French decorative arts of the early 20th century—but a museum with a tragic history.
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  Murder in Montmartre (January 1995)


  


  At the beginning of Murder in the Montmartre, Aimée is having a bad day. First, she comes home from work at her detective agency to learn that her boyfriend, Guy, the eye surgeon she met after her injury in the Bastille, is leaving her—and really, it’s her own fault. Heartbroken, Aimée goes out for a drink with her childhood friend Laure, who is now a police officer. But Laure’s patrol partner, Jacques, interrupts their conversation, saying he needs to talk to Laure urgently. The two leave the bar, and when they don’t return, Aimée follows Laure’s path and finds her sprawled on a snowy rooftop, not far from Jacques, who is bleeding from a fatal gunshot wound. Something terrible has happened—but what? When the police arrive, they arrest Laure for murder. No one is interested in helping Aimée figure out the truth. As she chases down increasingly dangerous leads in the effort to free her friend, Aimée stumbles into a web of Corsican nationalists, separatists, gangsters and artists. Could Jacques’ murder and Laure’s arrest be part of a much bigger cover-up?


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Martine is now living in the 16th arrondissement with her boyfriend Gilles.


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Anna (runs Strago restaurant)


  Bordereau (Aimée’s contact at DST)


  Bruno (friend of Lucien Sarti’s)


  Catherine (Delambre’s receptionist)


  Cavalotti, Zette (old boxer who runs a bar)


  Cloclo (prostitute with information)


  Conari, Félix (businessman, host of annual client party)


  Delambre (Laure’s lawyer)


  de Rosnay, Saj (Leduc Detective’s tame computer hacker)


  Diza (receptionist at accounting firm)


  Fabius (guard at DTI)


  Frot, Léo (Aimée’s friend at police judiciare)


  Gagnard, Jacques (Laure’s partner), ex-wife Nathalie


  Gérard (night supervisor at DTI)


  Huissard (Laure’s doctor at Hôtel Dieu)


  Jubert, Ludovic (high up in police internal affairs; old partner of Aimée’s father, Morbier, and Georges Rousseau)


  Kouros (of SOUNDWERX)


  Lambert, Guy (eye surgeon, has been Aimée’s live-in boyfriend, moves out at the beginning of the book)


  Magali (potential René girlfriend)


  Marant, Yann (Conari associate, software engineer)


  Marcus (bartender)


  Marie-Dominique (Sarti’s first woman, now Conari’s wife), cousin Giano


  Michou (transvestite, René’s next-door neighbor, Viard’s partner)


  Odile (legal aide at Bus des Femmes)


  Ouvrier (cop from Aimée’s father’s old Commissariat)


  Pascal (owner of a club where Lucien plays)


  Pascalou (Aimee’s butcher)


  Paul (child witness to the murder), mother Isabelle Moinier


  Petru (Conari’s factotum)


  Pivot (caterer)


  Rassac, Officer (cop)


  Rousseau, Laure (daughter of Aimée’s father’s former partner Georges Rousseau, now a cop herself)


  Sarti, Lucien (the guy in the black leather coat from the murder scene; Corsican musician)


  Stephanie (cousin Sebastian’s girlfriend)


  Tardou, Zoe (middle-aged woman with geranium flowerboxes), parents Max and Elise Tardou


  Teil, Simone (employee of DTI)


  Theo (construction worker in bar)


  Viard, Boris (runs the police ballistics lab)
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  Montmartre


  


  1. L’Oiseau, place Pigalle, beginning with an ending: a retirement party for a flic.


  2. Was this an informed opinion or not on the roof, rue André Antoine?


  3. Conari and Co., avenue Junot: about guests, a musician, even a systems analyst.


  4. Restaurant Strago, the ultimate liberated workers’ restaurant: they cook only when they feel like it.


  5. Lunch with Morbier at Le Rendez-vous des Chauffeurs, rue des Portes Blanches. But Aimée puts him off his feed.
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  6. Nathalie Gagnard’s work address, rue de Douai: not everyone likes Aimée’s friends.


  7. Club Chevalier, rue Houdon: there once was a boxer, “the Corsican Magnifico.” This is his bar.


  8. The apartment of a sharp-eyed young painter, a friend of Toulouse-Lautrec.


  9. Zette Cavalotti’s apartment, rue Ronsard. Aimée is struck by his necktie collection.


  10. The steps alongside Sacre Coeur: site of almost a family photo.
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  11. Past the Marché Saint-Pierre, Aimée loses herself in the foundations of the garment industry.


  12. Chez Ammad, bar on rue Veron: Cloclo and Théo—news from the street and under it.


  13. Lucien and Marie-Dominique on the rue Lepic, a long way from home.


  15. Église Saint-Pierre de Montmartre: Aimée notices the connection of Church and State.


  16. Nathalie Gagnard’s apartment, rue Saint Vincent: Aimée’s good deed finds a reward.
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  17. Near place Froment: progress in following an elusive Corsican.


  18. Café le Rotonde: reality check for Cloclo.


  19. How do you like that? A Big Ears monitoring station on rue Nicollet.


  20. s.Hôpital Bretonneau, rue Joseph-de Maistre, hosted more guests than you’d expect.


  21. ince this story was largely about ghosts, it stands to reason that its knot would be unraveled in a graveyard: Cimitière de Montmartre.


  


  Cara’s Montmartre Picks


  


  Restaurant La Cloche d’Or: 3, rue Mansart, 75009 Paris. Generous portions, and especially attractive to meat-eaters. It has a theatrical connection that keeps it open late.


  A L’Etoile d’Or: 30, Rue Fontaine, 75009 Paris. A splendid chocolate shop run by a woman of great spirit. The legendary Bernachon chocolate from Lyon is available, though you will be limited in how much of it you can buy at a time.
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  Murder on the Île Saint-Louis (February 1995)


  


  Aimée Leduc is working on a tight deadline when she gets a phone call that disrupts all her progress. The female voice on the other end begs Aimée to go out into her courtyard, insists that her life is in danger, that Aimée must not call the police, then hangs up. Aimée’s project is in jeopardy, and her partner, René, will be furious if she botches this assignment, but she can’t ignore the distress in the mysterious caller’s voice. That doesn’t mean she’s prepared for what she finds in the courtyard, though: a newborn baby, wrapped in a blood-stained beaded jacket.


  Aimée wants to track down the baby’s mother, but when a young woman’s body washes up in the Seine on the shores of the Ile Saint-Louis, the little island where Aimée herself lives, she realizes the situation is very dangerous. Paris has been rife with bomb threats linked to protesting environmental groups, and with a little investigating Aimée becomes convinced the baby, the body in the Seine, and the protests are somehow linked. Not that Aimée can afford distraction from her paying work right now. Leduc Detective is in bad financial straits, but despite themselves, Aimée and René have both fallen in love with the baby girl, whom Aimee nicknames Stella. Taking care of Stella’s needs—and protecting her from whoever hurt or killed her missing mother—must take priority over their computer security contract with a big publicity firm. Meanwhile, she’s following leads to the infant’s mother that take her to a radical dispossessed Polish prince, a community of homeless people who live in the sewer caves of the Seine, and a sexy documentary film maker. Can Aimée finish her security job, figure out who Stella belongs to, track down the missing mother, and protect herself and her friends from the danger that is circling them, all while juggling a newborn infant?


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  Martine is still doing investigative reporting and writing, but solely with L’Express now. She is still living with her boyfriend Gilles and his children. Martine has three married sisters, all with children; one sister is Liliane.


  Non–series characters appearing in this book:


  Alphonse (trucker in accident with René)


  Bernard (runs cheese shop)


  Cachou, Madame (Aimée’s concierge)


  Caplan, Jean (secondhand shop owner)


  Ciel, Viktor (brigadier of CRS)


  de Laumain (Regnault employee with suspicious e-mails)


  Deroche, Mathieu (Alstrom CEO)


  de Rosnay, Saj (Leduc Detective’s tame computer hacker)


  Fache, Brigitte (sponsor of MondeFocus protest)


  Franck (MondeFocus)


  Gaelle (fellow organizer of MondeFocus protest)


  Hélène (old clochard, sometime employee of Comte Linski), sister Paulette


  Jules (sewer denizen)


  Landrou, Nelie (another protester)


  Leclerc, Gabriel (terrorist)


  Linski, Comte (Krzysztof’s uncle)


  Linski, Krzysztof (20-year-old Sorbonne student and the crown prince of Poland)


  Lorrain, Col. (Ministry of Interior, the Comte’s old comrade)


  Magali (René’s sometime girlfriend)


  Martin (René’s contact at the telephone company)


  Mathilde (young babysitter at Martine’s)


  Michou (transvestite, René’s next-door neighbor, Viard’s partner)


  Momo (gas station employee)


  Montard (at baking academy)


  Nadia (Vavin’s assistant)


  Nederovique, Claude (filmmaker)


  Nicolas (cameraman)


  Pascal (MondeFocus)


  Radziwill, Jadwiga (old woman at Chopin party)


  Ravic (at reception desk at morgue)


  Ristat, Daniel (Martine’s L’Express journalist)


  Sabine (co-owner of Aimée’s corner café), brother Janou


  Sezeur, Capt. Michel (River Police)


  Stas (gas station boss)


  Thiers, Orla (MondeFocus)


  Vavin, Édouard (Regnault’s head of publicity)


  Viard, Boris (runs the police ballistics lab)


  Xaviera (cleaning woman at theater)


  Yves (former Aimèe boyfriend, now Cairo bureau chief)


  ANIMALS


  Bibo (Jadwiga Radziwill’s Chihuahua)


  Nemo (River Police German shepherd)


  Pirandello (Ravic’s parrot)
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  Ile Saint-Louis


  


  1. Aimée’s apartment, 17 quai d’Anjou. You never win an argument with plumbers or electricians or gardiennes.


  2. Polish Foundation: Bibliothèque Polonaise, 6, Quai d’Orléans.


  3. Institut du Monde arabe: why do the CRS know more about this demonstration than the demonstrators do?


  4. MondeFocus office, 38 quai d’Orléans: a matter of trust.


  5. A garage where you wouldn’t expect one: boulevard Henri IV.


  6. Place Bayre: by day, a children’s playground; by night.…


  7. Regnault office, looking out on Jardin des Plantes, 6, rue des Chantiers.
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  9. Bains municipaux, rue des Deux Ponts: trying to wash away the memory of a horror.


  10. Fromagerie Bernard: brie and sympathy. And gossip.


  11. An Auvergnat café where little goes unobserved, smack in the middle of the island.
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  13. Jean Caplan’s brocante, rue des Deux Ponts: an admirer of the Belle Hélène.


  15. Brigade fluviale—the river police, quai Saint Bernard: all you need to know about dead bodies in the river.
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  16. Théâtre de l’Ile Saint Louis, quai d’Anjou, next door to the antique dealer at #41.


  17. Hôtel Lambert, rue St-Louis-en-l’Ile: faded glory, scurrilous rumor, big capitalists, hors d’oeuvres, champagne, bombs. What more could you want?


  18. Quai de Bourbon beneath Pont Louis Philippe, encampment of a courtly bum named Jules, where everything is for sale.


  


  Cara’s Ile Saint-Louis Picks


  


  Église Saint Louis-en-l’Île: rue Saint-Louis-en-l’Île at rue Poulletier, 75004 Paris.


  Musée de l’Assistance Publique—Hôpitaux de Paris, Hôtel de Miramion, 47, quai de la Tournelle, 75005 Paris. A fascinating, sparsely attended museum. Okay, maybe it’s a little ghoulish too. (See #14 above.)


  Open-air Sculpture Museum: 8, quai Saint Bernard, Square Tino Rossi, 75005 Paris. Whimsical and impressive at the same time.


  Berthillon: 31, rue St.-Louis-en-l’Île, 75004 Paris: an institution and a delight. The best sorbet in the world, probably.


  Mon vieil ami: 69, rue St.-Louis-en-l’Île, 75004 Paris. Imaginative cooking that won’t break the bank.


  Tour d’Argent: 15, quai de Tournelle, 75005 Paris. These are not its glory days, but the restaurant is trying to reinvent itself, and the view from its dining room is still glorious.


  Rôtisserie du Beaujolais: 19, quai de Tournelle, 75005 Paris. Dependable offshoot of Tour d’Argent across the street, specializing in roast chicken and in meats. Good quality/price ratio.
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  Murder in the Rue de Paradis (August 1995)


  


  Aimée Leduc seems to be having a streak of good luck. First, she secures a lucrative computer security contract for her Paris detective agency that just might keep them afloat. Then her ex-boyfriend Yves, the gorgeous bad-boy investigative journalist who has been stationed in Cairo, appears out of nowhere. Despite her feelings for him, Aimée has never been able to trust Yves to stay in one place, not to disappear off to some foreign country or some other woman. But he insists he’s back in Paris indefinitely—and wants to make the ultimate commitment. He proposes to her that very night, and Aimée can’t help but say yes.


  When she wakes up in the morning, though, Yves is gone, and has not even left a note. Aimée is irate until she learns the awful truth: Yves was murdered early that morning, his throat slit in a distinctive pattern that seems to tie into a Turkish military group called the Yellow Crescent. Heartbroken and convinced the Brigade Criminelle are not following the right leads, Aimée pursues the mystery behind Yves’s murder. He was working on an article about Kurdish radicals, and more and more evidence seems to link his death with a cell of Islamic jihadists. Yves was killed when he tried to help a cause he believed him. Her own life may be on the line, but Aimée is not going to let him die in vain


  Characters


  


  Series characters whose info has changed since the previous book:


  No particular news on Martine this time (sorry, Martine-watchers). Still not married; currently in Curaçao or maybe it’s the Antilles—we don’t know whether it’s a temporary assignment or what. Only mentioned once in this book.


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Abouz, Nadira (nanny)


  Ahmet, Kat (novelist, expert on the Yellow Crescent)


  Albert (the buckle man)


  Ansary, Tamin (landlord of iKK office)


  Basquiet (railroad employee)


  Belfont (at Sarko Security)


  Berto (the wino/addict/whatever)


  Bordereau (DST contact)


  Boutarel, P. (the realtor)


  Carla (Nadira’s fellow nanny)


  Delbard, Madame (Nadira’s employer)


  Deranger (Vatel and Nohant’s boss)


  de Rosnay, Saj (Leduc Detective’s tame computer hacker)


  Drieu, Gerard (correspondent who worked with Yves)


  Edlick, Osman (columnist)


  Ehret, Colonel (leader of Yellow Crescent)


  Faroum (‘Fare’mouse in Turkish: train cleaner at Gare du Nord)


  Florand (Brigade Criminelle)


  Giséle (medic)


  Iqbal (employee of Institut Kurd)


  Isabella (hostess at Ansary’s restaurant)


  Jean (medic)


  Jules (butcher)


  Labout, Shareen (Sorbonne student)


  Lange, Madame (at Musée d’Eventail)


  Langois, Gerard (Agence France-Presse)


  Laure (Aimée’s friend)


  Leyla (Resource Manager at Institut Kurd)


  Lolo (concierge at Charlotte’s)


  Maillol, Commander (cop)


  Malat, Jalenka (member of Turkish parliament), husband Akmet


  Maurice (concierge at Aimée’s office)


  Mehmet (concierge at Microimages)


  Michel (head of Microimages)


  Millac, Georges (the “attending” at AFP)


  Mouna (Nadira’s friend)


  Nohant (security guard)


  Orcut, Jean-Paul (the blind date)


  Pamluk, Umut (AFP administrator)


  Paul (Nadira’s 4-year-old charge)


  Paulet (someone in the police where Morbier works)


  Philippe (Lolo’s partner)


  Rachid (Mouna’s brother)


  Robert, Yves (Aimée’s old boyfriend from previous books; we finally learn his last name)


  Rouffillac, Inspector Jean-Michel (Brigade Criminelle)


  Rouzeyrol, Antoine (Miles Davis’s vet)


  Ruhal (Iranian Sorbonne-educated teacher,)


  Sacault (colleague of Bordereau)


  Tarille (young cop inputting data)


  Tas (mysterious contact)


  Theroux, Sergeant (cop)


  Vatel (the other security guard), wife Ursana


  Vorner, Renaud, aka Romeo Void (male prostitute, murder suspect)
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  Paradis


  


  1. Party time at Microimage.


  2. Yves’s apartment, quai de Valmy.


  3. No one could call this paradisiacal.


  4. Crystal/porcelain showroom complex.


  5. Commissariat de Police.


  6. Passage du Désir: will Leduc Detective Agency be moving on up?


  7. Théâtre du Gymnase.


  8. Gare du Nord. Lots of comings and goings.


  9. Institut Kurd, rue Lafayette. A bang-up presentation.


  10. Offices of Agence France Presse, place de la Bourse.
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  14. Offices of Agence France Presse, place de la Bourse.


  15. Café l’Escalier, rue du Faubourg St.-Denis. Watch your step, Aimée.


  16. Abhotel Windsor (really Hotel Windsor-Opéra), rue Gabriel Laumain. If at first you don’t succeed.


  17. Théâtre Bouffes du Nord


  19. Café Panique, near the Bourse de Travail, place de la République.


  20. Rue des Vinaigriers. All good things.…


  


  Cara’s Paradis Picks


  


  “Little India:” If you’re looking for Indian groceries and supplies, rue du Faubourg-St.-Denis, at the Gare du Nord.


  Chez Michel: 10, rue de Belzunce, 75010 Paris. Wonderful menus from a Breton chef. cc. (H7–8) Brasserie Flo, 7, cour des Petites-Écuries, 75010 Paris. With Julien (see next entry), the foundation of an empire.


  Restaurant Julien: 16, rue du Faubourg-Saint-Denis, 75010 Paris. With Brasserie Flo, the two flagships of the Flo empire. Which has the more beautiful room?


  Derya: 16, rue du Faubourg-Saint-Denis, 75010 Paris. Right next door to Julien, a Turkish restaurant with a warm welcome and a brilliant kitchen.


  Restaurant Le Vaudeville: 29, rue Vivienne, 75002 Paris. Perhaps the most lively of the retro brasseries. Always dependable—and open late.
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  Murder in the Latin Quarter (September 1997)


  


  A Haitian woman arrives at the office of Leduc Detective and announces that she is Aimée’s sister, her father’s illegitimate daughter. Aimée is thrilled. A virtual orphan since her mother’s disappearance and her father’s death, she has always wanted a sister. Her partner, René, is wary of this stranger, but Aimée embraces her and soon finds herself involved in murky Haitian politics leading to murder. The setting is the Latin Quarter on the Left Bank of the Seine, in the old university district of Paris.


  Characters:


  


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Albertine (hostess in Irish Cultural Center)


  Bébert (bistro owner)


  Benoît, Azacca (murdered scientist)


  Bertilet, Monsieur (Aèrospatiale manager)


  Brasseur, Edouard (Eurodad op)


  Cachou, Madame (Aimée’s concierge)


  Carnet, Monsieur (administrator at Curie Museum)


  Castaing, Brice (founder of Hydrolis)


  Castaing, Jèrome (current CEO of Hydrolis)


  Dantec, Sister (at Les Soeurs de Labouré monastery)


  Darquin (guard)


  Delair (security guard)


  Fabrice and Lamartine (at the Osteologique Anatomie Comparée)


  Huby, Assistant Professeur


  Josephe (Fr. Privert’s female assistant)


  Juppe (Aimée’s father’s former police colleague)


  Lambert, Guy (eye surgeon, Aimée’s former boyfriend)


  Leduc, Mireille (claims to be Aimée’s sister)


  Lelong, Lucien (Aimée’s friend from med school, now at Hôpital Val de Grâce)


  Loussant (René’s Haitian student)


  Marie (Léonie Obin’s maid)


  Mimile (cousin of “Belleville Dédé” from Murder in Belleville)


  Nenert (Aimée’s father’s former police colleague)


  Obin, Léonie (Haiti trade delegation rep)


  Pascal (security guard)


  Polo (one of Castaing’s goons)


  Ponsot (Léonie’s gofer)


  Privert, Father (runs Shelter Caribe)


  Rady, Professeur (department head)


  Rena (maid in Irish Cultural Center)


  Ricot (guy in the 2CV)


  Robert, Yves (Aimée’s fiancée for one night in Rue de Paradis, now dead)


  Royet (World Bank official)


  Severat, Dr. (female scientist)


  Suchard, Madame (healer)


  Sylvaine (little girl in the rain)


  Tissot (cop at Vehicle Division)


  Villiers (cellist)


  Vincent (former boyfriend of Aimée’s, bartender at Piano Vache)


  Zarek, Professeur (Aimeé’s department adviser in med school, now retired, female)
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  The Latin Quarter


  


  1. Leduc Detective Agency, rue du Louvre


  3. More than one thing can get planted in the Jardin des Plantes: Prof. Benoît’s laboratory


  4. Who’s that in the photo in Brasserie Balzar? rue des Écoles


  5. Aimée’s apartment, quai d’Anjou, Ile Saint-Louis


  7. Rue Mouffetard: she knows her markets


  [image: image]


  


  9. Bar Piano Vache, rue Laplace (absinthe is no longer illegal, by the way)


  10. Are banks so unpopular they have to go underground?
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  11. Musée de Cluny


  12. Hydrolis, Square Paul Painlevé


  14. Church of Saint-Étienne-du-Mont. It’s a complicated intersection, for sure


  17. Arènes de Lutèce, rue Monge: on the surface, Paris’ Roman past; below?


  18. Evening reception: Institut de l’Océanographie, rue Saint-Jacques


  19. Pretty well hidden: Collège des Irlandais, rue des Irlandais
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  20. Curiouser and curiouser, bd St-Germain


  24. Butchers’ trucks, rue Saint-Victor


  27. Fire trucks, rue du Cardinal-Lemoine


  28. The convent of the Sisters of Labouré, rue Gay-Lussac
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  29. Institut Pierre et Marie Curie, rue Pierre et Marie Curie


  31. Cinéma Champollion, rue des Écoles


  32. Léonie Obin’s apartment, rue Lanneau


  33. Hôtel-Dieu hospital: Emergency entrance


  34. Police judiciaire, quai des Orfèvres


  


  Cara’s Latin Quarter Picks


  


  Arènes de Lutèce: 51, rue Monge, 75005 Paris. As a member of the Roman Empire, Lutetia may have been a minor provincial town, but it too had its amphitheatre for bread and circuses. Here it is.


  Restaurant La Tour d’Argent: 15, quai de Tournelle, 75005 Paris. A famous restaurant (trying to reinvent itself) with an almost-reasonably-priced business lunch six days a week.


  La Rotisserie du Beaujolais: 19, quai de Tournelle, 75005 Paris. Owned by Tour d’Argent, casual, reliable grilled meat and poultry, good value.


  Restaurant Le Pré Verre: 8, rue Thénard, 75005 Paris. An imaginative restaurant, South Asian/Southeast Asian/French fusion.


  The Maison de la Mutualité: has a good, very old-fashioned restaurant—La Fontaine Saint-Victor, 11, rue Monge, 75005 Paris—open six days a week, but only at lunch.


  Brasserie Balzar: 49, rue des Écoles, 75005 Paris. A fine traditional brasserie.
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  Murder in the Palais Royal (October 1997)


  


  Just as Aimée is about to leave for New York City to follow up on a lead on a man who might be her brother, her fellow detective, René Friant, is wounded by a near-fatal gunshot. Aimée is distraught over René’s condition and horrified to be under suspicion for the attack—police have pegged her as the guilty party. At the same time, a mysterious large sum appears in Leduc Detective’s bank account, and tax authorities descend upon Aimée. It seems someone is impersonating her, someone who wants revenge. But for what?


  Characters


  


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Albret, Mathieu (fashion media liaison, Aimée’s dinner date at beginning of book)


  Alphonse (cook at the La Santé prison)


  Anna (Leduc Detective’s concierge)


  Boulet (guard)


  Bressac, Robert (Gabrielle Pecheray’s father)


  Broyard (Ney’s assistant deputy)


  Cachou, Madame (Aimée’s concierge)


  Carco (bistro chef, Clémence’s boyfriend)


  Cédric (political analyst)


  Charlot (bartender)


  Chloë (Aimée’s upstairs neighbor)


  Delair, Madame (receptionist at Cours Carnot)


  de Rosnay, Saj (Leduc Detective’s permanent part-time hacker)


  Evry, Nicolas (Clémence’s ex), sister Maud


  Félice (René’s ex-girlfriend)


  Ficowska, Elzbieta and Karlosch (Effie and Carl Ficou) (names in siddur)


  Fontenay, Madame (proprietor of medal shop)


  Fressard (BRIF agent)


  Frot, Léo (former Leduc client at Finance Ministry)


  Guérin (Leduc Detective’s banker)


  Hilaire, Monsieur (the owner of the parfumerie)


  Jacob, Rabbi


  Jean-Georges (Gabrielle Pecheray’s secretary)


  Jerzy (borscht-ladler w/moustache & biceps)


  Joêl (desk clerk at Place Dauphine hotel)


  Julien (possibly Aimée’s long-lost half-brother)


  Loubel, Audric (former Cours Carnot student)


  Louvois, Dita (Clémence’s roommate)


  Luigi (travel agent at Viaggi Travel)


  Mahmoud (merchant who heard hit-and-run)


  Manu (Félice’s ex-boyfriend)


  Melac, Inspector (Brigade Criminelle)


  Myra (woman in synagogue congregation who recognizes Ficowska names)


  Nadillac (client of Leduc Detective)


  Nana (René’s nurse in the hospital)


  Ney (Minister of Culture)


  Paco (Aimée’s contact at Le Monde)


  Paul (waiter at bistro)


  Pecheray, Gabrielle de la (press liaison at Ministry of Culture), husband Roland, son Olivier


  Polivard (retired survivor of Vichy)


  Renutti (guard at the Louvre)


  Ritoux (Tracfin biggie)


  Robard (antiquarian bookseller)


  Roloff, Commandant (headed inquiry in Aimée’s father’s case)


  Sicard (auxi at the La Santé prison)


  Soualt, Dr. (René’s doctor in the hospital)


  Sylvie (Véro’s sister, cleaner at the Louvre)


  Touvier, Clémence (blackmailer)


  Véro (Leduc Detective’s night cleaner)


  Vichon (Brigade Criminelle detective)


  Waller, Jack (retired NYPD detective), aka Jacques Weill


  Xavierre (Morbier’s new girlfriend, evidently)


  Xedo (Aimée’s would-be guide at the Club Eros)
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  Palais-Royal


  


  1. Leduc Detective Agency, rue du Louvre.


  2. (off map 600m) Aimée’s apartment, quai d’Anjou, Ile St. Louis


  3. Hôtel-Dieu, Parvis Nôtre-Dame


  4. Brigade criminelle, quai des Orfèvres


  5. TotoMoto & “The Nose” perfume shop, rue des Capuchines. “Who you gonna believe—me, or your lying eyes?”


  6. Taxi dispatcher, rue de la Reine de Hongrie. “Oh, life is a wonderful medley of song.”


  7. Bistro Palais-Royal, entrances Palais-Royal and rue de Valois


  8. Ministry of Culture, Palais-Royal
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  9. “Au Chien qui fume,” rue du Pont-Neuf. Not just another biker bar.


  10. Place des Petits-Pères


  11. Place des Victoires


  12. Designer’s studio; shoe store, corner rue Catinat at Place des Victoires. Oops.


  13. Passage des Deux Pavillons, rue des Petits-Pères and Palais-Royal


  14. BRIF office, rue Saint-Hyacinthe. Bank error not in your favor.


  15. Clemence’s apartment and Club Eros. Aimée discovers a talent for domination


  16. Comédie-française, place Colette


  [image: image]


  


  17. Restaurant Le Grand Véfour. Palais-Royal. Colette’s place


  18. Galérie Vero-Dodat and Café de l’Époque


  19. Musée Grévin at the Passage Jouffroy


  20. Rue Bergère. More than one folly committed here


  21. Nôtre-Dame des Victoires Church, rue de Nôtre-Dame des Victoires. Showdown in the study group


  22. Théâtre du Palais-Royal, rue de Montpensier


  23. Clinique du Louvre, rue des Prêtres de Saint-Germain-l’Auxerrois. Hiding in plain sight


  24. Place Dauphine
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  Murder in Passy (November 1997)


  


  Private investigator Aimée Leduc has made a name for herself and for Leduc Detective and business is booming. In fact, between taking on new clients and recuperating from injuries sustained on her last big case, Aimée is feeling a little worn down. But she finds time to do a favor for her godfather, Paris police Commissaire Morbier, when he asks her to drop by the gorgeous Passy home of his girlfriend, Xavierre d’Eslay, a haut bourgeois matron of Basque origin. Xavierre has been so busy with her daughter’s upcoming wedding that she has stopped taking Morbier’s calls, and he’s worried something more serious is going on.


  When Aimée crashes the rehearsal dinner, Xavierre is discovered strangled in her own yard. Circumstantial evidence makes Morbier the prime suspect, and to vindicate him, Aimée must find the real killer. Her investigation leads her to police corruption, radical Basque terrorists, and a kidnapped Spanish princess.


  Characters:


  


  Non-series characters appearing in this book:


  Baptista, Timo (student demonstrator with Xavierre and Agostino)


  Beñat (mec in Basque bistro)


  Boucher, Madame de (Xavierre’s neighbor)


  Cachou, Madame (Aimée’s concierge)


  Carlos (Spanish military attaché, Martine’s connection)


  Cheb le DJ or Cheb DJ (convicted robber)


  Citu (mec in Basque bistro, buys Aimée an Izarra)


  Cybèle (Xavierre’s sister)


  de Rosnay, Saj (Leduc Detective’s permanent part-time hacker)


  d’Eslay, Xavierre, née Contrexo (Morbier’s new girlfriend in the previous book, murdered in this one)


  Dubouchet (cop)


  Edrigu (at admissions table at Basque Cultural Center)


  Emile (former owner of routier on A6 with Morbier’s favorite saucisson)


  Gandon (cop)


  Goikoetxea (Basque consul)


  Gustati, Jorge (Agustino’s nephew & assistant)


  Henri (guard at holding cell)


  Irati (Xavierre’s daughter)


  Joxi (wounded Basque terrorist)


  Laguardiere (cop)


  Léo (crippled radio engineer, female)


  Loisel (cop)


  Lucard (juge d’instruction)


  Maria, Princesse de Villargoza (fifteenth in line to the Spanish throne)


  Melac, Inspector (Brigade Criminelle)


  Michou (transvestite, René’s next-door neighbor, Viard’s partner)


  Morbier, Mouna, Samia, and Marc (Morbier’s late wife, late daughter, and grandson, respectively; we first met them in Murder in Belleville)


  Paulo (mec in Basque bistro, Benat’s business associate)


  Pollard (Morbier’s police union lawyer)


  Regula (Sebastian’s girlfriend)


  Robbé (Irati’s fiancé)


  Suffren (cop hostile to Morbier)


  Théo (taxi driver)


  Thesset (cop, old friend of Aimée’s father and Morbier)


  Urioste, Cybèle (Xavierre’s sister)


  Valois, Colonel (Gendarmerie)


  Viard, Boris (runs the police ballistics lab)


  Zintzo, Agustino (Basque painter)


  ANIMALS


  Hector (Madame de Boucher’s parrot)
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  Passy (south)


  


  1. Xavierre’s house, 40 rue Raynouard: a wedding party and Morbier as jealous old fool.


  2. Marché de Passy, rue Duban and rue Bois Le Vent


  3. Commissariat de Police, across from Marché. They just don’t get it.


  4. Le Corbusier Foundation, 8–10, square du Docteur Blanche (annex, middle alley): a painter in residence with a secret interest in engravings?


  5. Mme. de Boucher’s apartment, rue Alphonse XIII: memories of resistance and a parrot who loves Verlaine.
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  6. Euskadi Action office/Basque cultural center, rue Duban: give peace a chance?


  7. Basque bistrot on corner near office: a deal sealed in olives?


  8. Café under elevated Métro at Passy, said to be near Radio France (everything’s relative): old news from the south-west.


  9. Maison de Balzac, 47, rue Raynouard: reflections on a most undivine comedy at the home of the master of the human comedy.
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  Passy (north)


  


  10. Marché Saint-Didier, rue Mesnil: vanished into thin air in a covered market?


  11. Place Victor-Hugo: all the important roads lead here, but which one?


  12. Jardin de Ranelagh: taken for a donkey ride.


  13. Musée Marmottan, rue L. Boilly: Aimée’s impression is that something is very wrong.


  14. Rue Copernic: for a little while, the world revolves around the stolen Mercedes parked here.


  15. Reservoir, rue Copernic. A princess gone missing; can she be found? can she find herself?


  16. Rue Paul Valéry. Poets often offer a way out.


  17. Avenue Foch. Among the diplomats.
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  18. Fondation d’Auteil, 40, rue de la Fontaine. Charity should begin at home.


  19. Finale in a country lane. Passy still seems like a village.


  


  Cara’s Passy Picks


  


  Musée Marmottan: 2, rue Louis Boilly, 75116 Paris. (See #13 above.) An unparalleled collection of works spanning Monet’s entire career, with choice works of other Impressionists.


  Statue of Liberty: Allée des Cygnes (access, alas, at the other end of the island from the Pont de Bir-Hakeim). Cast from the mold of a ¼-size model made by Bartholdi while fashioning the one that stands in New York Harbor.


  Café du Trocadéro: 8, place du Trocadéro, 75016 Paris. Of the several fine cafés on this grand place, this one has the best view of the Eiffel Tower from its terrace.


  Musée des Monuments françaises: (now part of the Cité de l’Architecture et du Patrimoine) 1, place du Trocadéro, 75016 Paris. An unusual and underutilized museum: of plaster casts of the most famous façades (largely Gothic) from all over France. No need to travel: a definitive tour is possible en fauteuil, as the French would say.
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