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    Welcome to The Game


    The sensation that is the HBO series Game of Thrones transports viewers to the mythological realm of Westeros, where the characters unravel and the drama unfolds. A gripping tale of the violent turmoil and honorable sacrifices inherent with power struggles, the show bravely bares all aspects of this society’s undercurrent. Stemming from the imagination of author George R.R. Martin, this epic fantasy comes to life on the screen through the dedication of a film making team determined to accurately translate the authenticity of his written word. At first presented with offers to adapt his book into a feature length film, Martin refused because he felt the story was too complex to be limited to a few hours on the screen. He feared too many details would have to be cut and the significance of the story would be lost. This is when HBO stepped up and presented the possibility of turning Martin’s fictional world into reality through a full season TV drama. This decision resulted in a brilliant combination of fantasy and realism blended together into an epic saga never before done for television.


    Game of Thrones is an exceptionally human story involving people caring, loving, and fighting in a revolving conflict of values, respects, and lands. The tale chronicles what happens when duty and honor are overshadowed by deceit and greed, when truth and justice no longer reside in the hearts of those in power. The tangled web woven by the many hidden ulterior motives of each character makes it difficult to know who to trust or believe. The family with the most money influences the kingdom from behind the scenes. Those who take a stand for the truth wind up dead, leaving other individuals fearful of upsetting the balance of power. Meanwhile, as the struggle for influence ensues among the humans, an ancient mythical evil has awakened that threatens to destroy all strategic plans in the game for the throne. The question remains if the families can band together to fight this evil, or if they will allow their differences to lead to their eventual demise.


    At the root of the story is a contemporary drama brought to life in a fantastical land whose complex characters thrive in a world of grays. As the season progresses, viewers are introduced to the six families of the realm, each playing a vital role in the politics of the region. There are the honorable Starks of The North, a family comprised of head of house Eddard “Ned” Stark, his wife Lady Catelyn “Cat,” and their five children: Robb, Sansa, Arya, Bran, and Rickon. The ruling Baratheon family includes King Robert, Queen Cersei, and Prince Joffrey, along with two younger children who play minor roles in this season. Queen Cersei is of the Lannister House along with twin brother Jaime, dwarf younger brother Tyrion, and their over-bearing father Tywin. Together they enjoy status as the wealthiest and most influential family in the realm. The two remaining descendants of the once powerful Targaryen Dragon Kings, siblings Viserys and Daenerys, live an exiled existence in Essos, the eastern region of this imaginary world. They have vowed to return home and to the throne. Also residing in Essos are the Dothraki Khal, a nomadic tribe of horse lords ruled by their greatest warrior, Drogo. Daenerys becomes queen of the Khal when she is wed to Drogo by her brother in a strategic power move for the iron throne. Two additional families with Westeros roots are The Arryns of The Vale and The Greyjoys of The Iron Islands. Although playing subsidiary roles in the first season, viewers are left with the impression that their places in the game will become more significant as the story board unfolds. The only group forswearing claim to namesake and politics is the Brotherhood of The Night’s Watch, a unit of men sworn to protect the entire realm from the supernatural elements that lie beyond the northern boundary of The Wall. The values of each family become apparent to the viewer as the struggle to protect family name and holdings is intensified by the political changes inherent in the game of thrones.


    While family history plays an important role in shaping the motives of these characters, there are no distinctly evil or strictly good personalities in the story. All the people involved in this world are complicated and have many aspects to their personas. If not for the costumes and medieval setting, this tale could easily be a modern day account of powerful families locked in a generational struggle for influence and control. Each character operates under an individual moral code pursuing personal interests, no matter the cost. The close weaving of interactions among so many complex characters guarantees conflict in any plot. The draw for the audience is watching events unfold as personal agendas clash. There is no shortage of ulterior motives, deceptive loyalties, and secret initiatives in The Game of Thrones.


    The Big Picture


    The first season of Game of Thrones takes the audience on an unforgettable journey through Martin’s legendary kingdom and into the lives of several of its ruling families. The story opens with the death of Jon Arryn, King Robert Baratheon’s most trusted advisor. The king travels from King’s Landing, the Capital of the realm, to Winterfell in The North for the first time since taking the throne seventeen years ago. There he asks his childhood friend, Ned Stark, to take Arryn’s place. An offer is also made to join their two Houses through a marriage between Ned’s daughter and Robert’s son, Prince Joffrey. Ned is obliged to accept Robert’s offer and leave Winterfell for the Capital after learning that Arryn’s death may have actually been murder. Just before leaving with his two daughters, his young son, Bran, becomes bedridden after a fall from the castle walls. Ned’s wife, Catelyn, and their eldest son, Robb, are left in charge of Winterfell.


    Ned settles in at King’s Landing with his new job duties and sets out to investigate the conspiracy resulting in Arryn’s death. While he is away, an attempt is made to murder Bran in his sleep and Cat suspects there is more to his “fall” than originally thought. What nobody except for viewers knows is that Bran discovered Cersei Lannister, the queen, having sex with her twin brother. Bran was pushed from the tower in hopes he would die. Cat travels discreetly to see Ned at King’s Landing to discuss the matter. There they are told that the knife used in the attack on Bran belonged to Tyrion Lannister, dwarf younger brother of the Queen, leading them to assume he orchestrated the assault.


    Meanwhile, living in exile across the Narrow Sea in Essos, the last remaining siblings of the Targaryen family plan maneuvers enabling them to usurp the Iron Throne, which they feel rightfully belongs to them. Their ancestors used dragons to subjugate the once separate regions into one kingdom under their rule. Their reign of terror lasted 300 years until Robert Baratheon conquered the throne. The Targaryen brother, Viserys, marries his sister into the Dothraki horse lord culture in hopes of using their large army for his conquest. As his sister gains power in her new position as queen of the Khal, Viserys loses control over her and his grip on reality. Impatient for his promised crown, he brings about his own demise after threatening Daenerys and her unborn baby in front of her husband, Drogo. Daenerys uses her newfound strength and confidence to guide her own future and discovers that she, not her brother, is the Last Dragon of the Targaryen bloodline.


    At King’s Landing, Ned delves deeper into the mystery behind Arryn’s death and traces steps made by Arryn in his last days, discovering several of Robert’s bastard children who live in the Capital. Cersei grows increasingly paranoid about Ned’s presence, but is reassured by her twin, Jaime, that he will do whatever it takes to keep their secret safe. On her way home, Cat encounters Tyrion and takes him captive on charges of conspiring to kill Bran. Tyrion willingly goes with her and is eventually freed after he is successfully represented in a trial by fight. He ends up at his father’s war camp with Wildling clans he met on his journey and is ordered to fight with them at the front of the battle line against the Starks.


    Ned ultimately uncovers the truth over which Arryn lost his life. Cersei’s three children actually belong to her twin brother Jaime, not Robert. Ned realizes that this means the rightful heir to Robert’s throne would be Robert’s brother, not any of the children. He feels an obligation to set the record straight. Before telling Robert, he warns the queen that he knows her secret, a move that shows he sorely underestimates the ruthlessness of Cersei. Ned is unable to tell Robert this awful truth because Robert dies after suffering a boar injury during a hunt, leaving Ned and his family vulnerable to the Lannister will. He realizes too late that he is alone on his quest for justice and is surrounded by influential people all vying to secure their positions relating to the throne. Ned is imprisoned on charges of treason after trying to carry out Robert’s last request naming him Protector of the Realm. Upon news of Ned’s arrest, his eldest son Robb gathers Stark allegiances and moves against the Lannisters. Newly crowned King Joffrey orders Ned to be executed instead of showing him mercy, an action that starts war with The North.


    Throughout the storyline are hints made about a supernatural evil that has awakened after thousands of years of quiet. Reports are heard from The Wall, a 700 foot tall ice blockade at the northern border of the kingdom, that White Walkers have been seen and are spreading terror in the region. A society of men called The Night’s Watch live at The Wall and is sworn for life to protect the realm, forsaking any claim to family inheritance or bloodline. The evils grow closer to again wreaking havoc on the kingdom as the fight for the throne grows more intense.


    By the end of the season, Robb Stark has been declared King in The North by his bannermen and prepares for war against the throne. He has captured Jaime Lannister to use as leverage in getting his sisters out of the Capital. Joffrey has taken Robert’s place on the throne, and appoints Lannister family members to key royal positions. Tyrion Lannister, the dwarf, has been sent to King’s Landing by his father to control Cersei and Joffrey. The Night’s Watch sends a group beyond The Wall to find a missing member and to investigate the rumors of awakened evils. Daenerys Targaryen separates herself from the Dothraki people and realizes her true identity. After climbing onto her husband’s burning funeral pyre, she emerges the next morning unscathed with three freshly hatched dragons, leaving viewers in anticipation of events to come.


    Life Lessons


    At the heart of this narrative are many lessons involving human tendencies and the corruptive nature of power. This is not a simple story of black and white decisions, but rather a complex tale of choices made by complicated characters. As outside spectators, we are familiar with the circumstances surrounding the characters’ choices and are able to see the consequences of their actions.


    We learn through Ned’s actions not to underestimate our opponents. We cannot expect others to abide by our personal code. Everyone has their own set of rules to the same game. Ned Stark feels that there is no other code than that of honor. His inability to anticipate Cersei’s reaction to his confrontation about her children led to his demise and rendered him helpless to protect his own children.


    Cersei teaches us that secrets do not stay secret forever. As more people discover the truth about her children, she begins to lose control of the situation and begins to unravel. The tangled web she weaves in protecting her secret results in the deaths of good men and invites war to her doorstep. There is no script for the acts performed by a desperate person when attempting to maintain control at all costs.


    From Robert Baratheon we see the pitfall of too many spoils. He does not stop enjoying the benefits of his victory throughout his rule, resulting in authority falling into the hands of those vying for power against him. Instead of stepping up to the responsibilities of the position he chose for himself, he steps around them because he dislikes making significant decisions. He is a warrior, not a leader. His gluttony clouds his judgment and leads to many bastard, fatherless children. Only when it is too late does Robert realize he is surrounded by people set on their own agendas, not the future of the kingdom.


    Tyrion Lannister is a great example of how powerful a quick wit and sharp tongue can be. He is observant and has grown up watching the spectacles of human behavior unfold around him, choosing to interact when it suits him best. Because of this, he has a keen understanding of human nature. Having been underestimated his entire life due to his stature, he is able to empathize with disadvantaged individuals. Tyrion has learned to accept the way he is and draws strength from the fact that he is different.


    Arya is another character who stays true to her personality, despite not fitting into the typical female role of her society. She has no trouble announcing her refusal to get married and have children, as is expected of all females in this world, and is all the more happy for it. Like Tyrion, she accepts who she is and bravely contradicts stale gender roles. Arya boldly proclaims the truth no matter the consequence and does not cower in the face of danger. We can all take notes from her strong will and fierce character.


    When Daenerys embraces the new culture she is thrust into, a whole new world and way of thinking is opened to her. Her inner strength blossoms on a journey of self-discovery that never would have been possible under her brother’s control. Her choices show us that a change of scenery will often benefit our lives. It is better to accept and learn from the differences in various cultures instead of insisting on the superiority of one’s way of life over another. Daenerys makes the best of a tough situation and thrives because of that.


    Knowledge is power. This recurring theme in Game of Thrones is exemplified through Tyrion, Daenerys, and particular members of the King’s Council. Tyrion is intelligent and has gained much knowledge from books and in observing human interactions, which enables him to successfully operate in a society that would otherwise shun him. While Daenerys learns about the Dothraki culture, she discovers aspects of her personality that would have otherwise remained hidden. King’s Council members Baelish and Varys both use the knowledge they obtain through various sources to secure their positions in relation to the throne. Grand Maester Pycelle uses his knowledge of medicines and experience serving four different kings to fool everybody as to his ulterior motives. In addition, Robb Stark uses false knowledge when he allows the Lannister spy to return to his camp and spread word about exaggerated Stark troop numbers. This works to Robb’s advantage and allows him to capture Jaime in a strategic war move.


    A disheartening aspect of the story is that the family with the money is the one that runs the show, a scenario reminiscent of government in our world. Too often every day citizens are at the mercy of those with money enough to ensure their personal agendas are fulfilled. Special interest groups pump funds into political schemes designed to benefit their agendas, not the people. Meanwhile, the people forced to live with the consequences of these actions feel helpless in stopping them. Deceit and behind the scenes decision making are as rampant in our society as they are in this mythical one, adding to the show’s genius of being able to create relatable experiences in a foreign world.


    Although none of the families are distinctly good or evil, we do see a difference in the relationships of those families whose code favors honor more than personal gain. The Starks and The Night’s Watch both hold true to a code of honor that dictates their actions. As a result, there is a bond present among the members of each group that is not seen with other families. Deep trust, respect, and love are developed gradually as each person inculcates the honorable qualities making such a relationship possible. The families which operate under a code of family gain no matter the cost, such as the Targaryens and the Lannisters, do not share the same bond. Members of these families cannot trust one another completely because there is no guideline of acceptable behavior except that which advances the family name. They must always be on guard against even those closest to them because loyalties in these families change constantly. A false sense of love and respect are earned for playing a part in advancing a family member’s personal agenda. There is no room for individuality in these families, only behavior that works to secure family control.


    The common phrase “history repeats itself” rings true in this epic. For example, after thousands of years of silence, the terrors that shook the kingdoms in The Age of Heroes have awakened with the same blood-thirsty intentions as before. The memories of the ancient horrors have not faded in every inhabitant’s mind. Wildlings from the far reaches of The North take perilous risks and flee for southern lands in fear of what these evils will bring. In another instance, Westeros was once a land of separate kingdoms forged into one by a man wielding three dragons as his sword. Over three hundred years later, a descendant of this king has hatched three dragons and wants nothing more than to return home. As the united kingdoms recover lost independence and power, the Last Dragon threatens to conquer them all once more. As further evidence of repeating history, a child from an incestuous relationship sits on the throne and is as tyrannical as the usurped Targaryen king, who was also a result of incestuous relations. A Baratheon plans to move against the throne a second time in this world’s history in order to unseat a wrongful heir. A Stark is once again declared King in the North after more than three hundred years without one. The throne has yet again invited war to its doorstep by wrongfully killing Stark family members. The encompassing cycle of repeating events threatens to keep this society from advancing into the future.


    I Am Woman, Hear Me Roar


    Several strong female characters emerge throughout this story. So often in literature and other media the female character is portrayed as the damsel in distress. She fumbles when given control and always needs a man to save and protect her. Not so with the leading ladies in this series. Almost all of the female characters in Game of Thrones are strong-willed, capable individuals.


    Although Daenerys Targaryen begins the saga as a dominated, sheltered, timid young woman, she becomes a strong, determined, confident warrior by season’s end. She discovers her inner strength by accepting her new culture and exercising the authority she never had. Traded as a possession into marriage, she learns how to use her sexual prowess to gain power over her new husband. No longer under her brother’s dominion, she realizes what love really is through her relationship with Drogo and her position as Khaleesi of the Khal. Gradually the relationship with her brother reverses and he ends up at her mercy. Daenerys pays attention to what she learns and experiences and uses this knowledge to discover her true identity.


    Catelyn Stark also becomes a fighter as her story progresses. Having made a home with Ned since their marriage seventeen years earlier, she has always had his support. When he has to leave her in Winterfell, she is frightened at first, but adapts quickly to the duties of leadership. She finds the strength to leave Bran’s bedside in order to visit Ned to inform him of recent events. She publicly arrests Tyrion when she is made to think he was behind the attempt on Bran’s life. She finds the authority to do so by calling on loyalties owed her father from those gathered. She supports Robb in his war efforts and despite motherly instincts, respects the decisions he makes. She stays on the road with the war party, negotiates their crossing at The Twins, and confronts Jaime Lannister about Bran. She has vowed with Robb to rescue the Stark girls and avenge Ned’s death.


    Cersei Lannister may seem like a subdued woman to outsiders, but she is merely playing the role expected of her as Queen. In actuality, she is ruthlessly cunning, and extremely dangerous; qualities she wields in controlling the show at King’s Landing. She mercilessly works to keep her secrets hidden and has her brother-lover at her command. When she realized Robert would never love her as he did Lyanna, she hardened her heart towards him. Determined to bear only Jaime’s children, Cersei manages to live a completely hidden life while at the same time maneuvering a beneficial game position for her family. Manipulative and resourceful, Cersei does not let others intimidate her.


    Sansa Stark is a naïve young girl with chivalric notions of the world. She excels at being a noble young woman and dreams of being queen, so much so that she is willing to overlook some serious personality flaws to get what she wants. She has to mature rapidly when she is left alone in the midst of the lion’s den after her father’s arrest. Forced to request her brother’s fealty to Joffrey in hopes of saving her father’s life, Sansa learns the hard way not to trust a tyrant. Humbly pleading mercy for her father did not save him. Watching him die despite her pleas awakens Sansa to the reality she now faces and forces her to question her role in the game of thrones along with the price that comes with it. Viewers begin to sympathize with her as she realizes the error in her ways and has no choice but to suffer the consequences. 


    The one female that started off independent and strong at an early age is Arya. This eleven year old refuses to fit into the mold cast for her at birth because of her gender. With no interest in sewing and being proper, Arya excels at everything her brother is supposed to. Only in a dress when forced, never inside, and usually dirty, she thrives on adventure and experience. She lets it known that all the girly stuff is not for her and the last thing she wants to do is get married and have children. When given a sword of her own, she learns to wield it properly and is able to use it to escape danger in King’s Landing. In an obvious gender role reversal, Arya is forced to disguise herself as a boy for protection after her father’s death. Will she be happy with the female gender expectations lifted, or realize that male gender expectations are also difficult?


    


    House Sigils and Words


    House Stark


    Sigil: Direwolf


    Location: Winterfell


    Words: “Winter is Coming”


    House Targaryen


    Sigil: Three-headed Dragon


    Location: Dragonstone


    Words: “Fire and Blood”


    House Lannister


    Sigil: Golden Lion


    Location: Westerlands


    Words: “Hear Me Roar”


    House Baratheon


    Sigil: Stag (currently a Crowned Stag because Robert


    is King)


    Location: King’s Landing


    Words: “Ours is the Fury”


    House Greyjoy


    Sigil: Kraken


    Location: Iron Islands


    Words: “We Do Not Sow”


    House Arryn


    Sigil: Falcon and Crescent Moon


    Location: The Vale


    Words: “As High As Honor”


    


    Reputation is Everything


    With so many narratives being interwoven throughout the story, the show creators made sure to capture the many layers present with each character. Family bloodline determines ones station in this fantasy world, much like it has in our world. Traditions and folklore are passed down the generations, giving each family a reputation according to their regional history and code of behavior.


    The most honorable of the families are The Starks. They have lived in Winterfell as guardians of The North since the First Men settled there. They have never given up control of their homeland despite living under the dominion of four different kings over the past three centuries. Their ancestor, Brandon Stark, built The Wall and Winterfell after surviving the horrors of “The Long Night.” Because of this family history, the Starks possess a strong sense of duty and honor. They live by tried and true family mottos, such as “always the old ways,” “there must always be a Stark in Winterfell,” and “the man who passes the sentence should swing the sword.”


    The lifestyle in The North is not as luxurious as other parts of the kingdom and the inhabitants are under constant threat from their environment. Due to their location, the Starks are left alone to self-govern the region and are rarely visited by royalty. The Stark House words are “winter is coming,” a reminder that danger is always close at hand. Their proximity to The Wall and the perils it holds at bay keeps the memory of its purpose fresh in their minds. Plus, it was a Stark ancestor who was responsible for building it. It is their family duty to ensure it stays there. They have a history of making thoughtful decisions and acting on the part of righteousness and truth instead of personal gain.


    For example, Ned’s father and oldest brother were executed by the Targaryen king after attempting to peacefully appeal for the return of Ned’s kidnapped sister, who ends up being killed by the prince. Ned’s other brother Benjen, understanding the significance of the life choice, had selflessly pledged his loyalties to protecting the entire realm by joining the Night’s Watch. Suddenly the only remaining Stark heir, Ned honorably steps up to the responsibilities of his father’s position as head of the House. He joins Robert Baratheon in the fight against the Targaryens, not to take the throne, but to avenge the injustices shown his family. At one point in the story, Cersei mentions that Ned had the chance to take the throne, but chose not to. He knew it was not rightfully his or what he wanted.


    In an act of duty, Ned fulfilled a marriage agreement with House Tully initially intended for his older brother, the one who was unexpectedly executed. Though an arranged marriage, Ned and Cat grow to love each other deeply and rely on one another’s support. They have five children together, all of whom are being raised with Stark values. Brought up with affection and guidance, each child blossoms into their own personality with a strong sense of their namesake. Ned and Cat protect their family out of love and do not manipulate their children for power or control. The Starks are respected and known to make the honorable choice despite personal consequence. When Ned is wrongfully imprisoned, the family fights for his release because they know he is not a traitor and is being harshly treated at the hands of the murderous Lannisters. Ned loses his life trying to share the secret involving Cersei’s children; an action he felt was the right one to take. He betrays his loyalty to the truth only in attempting to save his daughters from harm after realizing they are at the mercy of the Lannisters.


    The Targaryens are an entirely different breed of human. They descend from an ancient, mystical culture shrouded in secrecy and rumored to use magic. It is not common knowledge how they acquired the dragons used in subduing the realms over 300 years ago. The Targaryens believe they have dragon blood in their veins and are known for marrying siblings in attempting to keep their bloodline pure. However, this practice led to strains of madness present in several Targaryen generations. Targaryens are known to be ruthless, arrogant, and insane. They carry an air of superiority and do not have a code of honor beyond securing complete control. Of note is that the Targaryen House words are “fire and blood,” which could have double meaning. On the one hand, they could represent the Targaryen ancestral significance of fire in wielding Valyrian steel and of blood in continuing their pure dragon bloodline. On the other hand, they could be reminders of the horrific way in which they brought the realm under submission using fire breathing dragons.


    The Mad King Aerys was the result of an incestuous marriage, and so were his children. Aerys grew increasingly paranoid and cruel during his reign in part because of dreams of fire and blood that drove him mad.  Brought to ruin by one of his own Kingsguard after burning the Starks alive, his last words were “burn them all!” His only remaining son, Viserys, was left to fend for himself and his younger sister, Daenerys. 


    Viserys grew up believing that he was the last Dragon King and rightful heir to the Iron Throne, acting the part despite his exiled status. He is arrogant, cruel, domineering, and spoiled. Willing to do anything to take his place as king, he sold his sister into marriage to the Dothraki king in return for promises of wielding their army against Westeros. Viserys was unable to adapt and change to his sister’s newfound culture and grew increasingly enraged at having to obey her commands as queen of the Dothraki. Submission to anyone is not in his agenda. This attitude led to his demise after he threatened his sister and her unborn baby in a fit of impatient rage. This Targaryen exhibited the type of mental imbalance and cruelty expected of his blood.


    Daenerys grew up being treated like a possession under the dominion of her brother. She gained confidence in her new position of power as a Dothraki queen and used her authority to accomplish what she wanted, not considering the far-reaching consequences of her actions. She allows magic to be performed on her husband Drogo, a practice forbidden by the Dothraki culture, which leads to his demise. She ultimately realized that she is the Last Dragon and hatched three dragon eggs, an action giving her all the ammo she needs if deciding to once again bring the realm under Targaryen reign. Viewers are right to question  her intentions and method of carrying out her motives given the instability of her family history.


    The Lannisters, one of the noble families, operate under a code designed to ensure the security of their family legacy. With House words of “hear me roar,” they are known to be ruthless and cunning when family position is at stake. A common family motto is “a Lannister always pays his debts,” a phrase that can be used as a promise or a threat. From the origin of their lineage, the Lannisters have had a trickster reputation. Owning the majority of the wealth of the kingdom, they have enjoyed a long history of comfort and behind the scenes control. Not wanting the public responsibility of ruling the realm, they choose to operate behind closed doors to accomplish their means. The reputation of the family name comes before all other personal glories or ambitions. As a result of their vast wealth, the Lannisters live like kings and demand respect as if they were. Through careful planning, manipulation, and timing, the Lannisters have managed to infiltrate the royal house and rule under Baratheon name, holding true to ancestral tradition of behind the scene control.


    Tywin Lannister is the head of the House. He holds firm to the family’s code and long-standing traditions. Tywin was Hand to Mad King Aerys for his entire twenty year reign, only resigning just before his son, Jaime, killed Aerys; most likely a Lannister scheme to end Targaryen reign. After Aerys’ death, Tywin ordered all remaining Targaryens to be killed. Jaime had the chance to take the throne, but gave it up. Instead, Robert Baratheon was allowed to claim the throne and an arrangement was made for Robert to marry Tywin’s daughter, Cersei. Despite the fact that Jaime broke his oath as a Kingsguard by killing the king, an offense punishable by death, he continued to serve as one under Robert; an obvious sign that the change in regime had been orchestrated by the Lannisters. Ruthless and manipulative when their control is at stake, they will stop at nothing to secure their position of power.


    Although a certain type of respectable behavior is expected from the Lannisters, each family member has created a personal moral code. Cersei Lannister became queen by marrying Robert after his usurpation of the throne. The one child she bore Robert died suddenly of a fever when he was still a baby. After viewers learn that her children belong to Jaime, not Robert, it is easy to assume she killed Robert’s son. If she had allowed him to live, he would have been Robert’s true heir, not her Lannister children. She truly feels that since she and Jaime shared a womb they belong together, but understands the consequences for her family if her secret were to be made public. The two men who were honorable enough to uncover her secret were killed, and two attempts were made to kill a third boy witness. Signs point to the likeliness that the Lannisters paid Jon Arryn’s squire with knighthood to poison Arryn. The new knight later died in a sorely mismatched jousting fight. Cersei Lannister convinced Robert to make her nephew his squire. This squire ensured Robert’s inebriation while on a hunt, leading to his injury and death. While the squire’s motives are left open to interpretation and imagination, it seems coincidental that Ned had told Cersei that upon Robert’s return from the hunt he would be informing Robert about his findings regarding Joffrey. All these occurrences prove the Lannisters are careful planners and willing to do whatever it takes to protect the family secrets.


    Jaime is a skilled swordsman and takes any action necessary to protect his reputation. Not as calculating as the rest of his family, he usually obeys the commands of his father and sister, willing to take part in their political game as long as he does not have to orchestrate it. He has the haughty nature of someone who has enjoyed wealth and status his entire life. He carries the nickname “Kingslayer” and seems slightly offended that people do not thank him for freeing them from Aerys’ terrible reign instead of using it against him. Pressured by his father to become the man he is meant to be, Jaime has to realize that he is heir to his father’s holdings and will be looked to for leadership when his father is gone. When his younger brother was taken prisoner by the Starks, he defended his brother’s honor by attacking Ned. One of Jaime’s guards interfered with the fight, wounding Ned. Jaime could have killed the vulnerable Ned, but doing so was not in accord with his personal code, so he walked away from the fight. He was later scolded by his father for not killing Ned. Tywin knew Ned was a threat and wanted him out of the way. Had Jaime killed him, it would have been an acceptable action since Jaime was defending his younger brother. Jaime walks a fine line between staying true to his personal code and acting on family obligations.


    Tyrion’s personal code is a bit looser than the rest of his family because he has had to endure life with the stigma of his dwarf stature. Wily and observant, Tyrion makes sure that people are aware of his intelligence. He has built a reputation as a drunken whore monger, but still commands respect because of his family lineage and personality. He is the person others do not want to admit liking. Tyrion has a solid moral compass and while loyal to his family, takes no part in the family politics, choosing instead to enjoy the freedom and spoils of his family’s elevated status. Being an outsider enables Tyrion to empathize with other disadvantaged individuals such as Jon Snow, Bran Stark, and the prostitute Shae. While being held captive by Cat, he saved her life when they were attacked on the road. He also bravely accepted his father’s command to fight at the front of the battle line with his Wildling troops despite his lack of battle experience. Smart and cunning enough to manipulate his way through life, Tyrion has instead chosen a path of truth in his own dealings with others. He understands human nature and prefers to watch events unfold around him as opposed to coordinating them.


    The Baratheons are another family whose members operate under individual codes. Robert and Stannis are the warriors of the family. Younger brother Renly is a mild character whom most everyone likes. He is not a fighter. Robert became king not through inheritance, but through victory. With authority as king, he gave his brothers territories to lord over, but each one still wants the throne for himself. Baratheon House words are “ours is the fury,” aptly describing their selfish motives and ferocious attitudes. Stannis is a feared soldier and although the rightful heir after Robert, is not wanted on the throne by many with powerful positions at stake. Renly is plotting against Robert and Stannis with the family of his lover, Ser Loras Tyrell. Each of the Baratheon brothers is concerned with their own agenda and has no interest in family loyalties. Robert has never been able to recover from the loss of his beloved, Lyanna, and continually disrespects Cersei by having bastard children with prostitutes. Since taking the throne, his main concern has been enjoying the spoils of his victory. He has let rule slip into the hands of the Lannisters because he hates the responsibilities of being king. Lack of family loyalty, Robert’s fathering bastards, and Renly preferring men, are all reasons why it is highly unlikely that the Baratheon bloodline will endure.


    An additional family with a reputation to uphold is the Greyjoys. These independent rulers of the Iron Islands have a history of trying to take control, but have never succeeded. Although part of Westeros and sworn to recognize the king, they have always separated themselves from the kingdom. They carry on their own business dealings and have their own religion. The Greyjoys are called Ironmen and have a reputation of being romantics and excellent archers. They have a power hungry society and do not like being subdued. Their words are “we do not sow,” representing their tendency to take what they can from others. There are a few instances when Theon Greyjoy was reminded by others that he is a glorified servant to the Starks, not part of the family, which visibly disturbed him. He showed his desire to be in control when he argued with Robb about his decisions, killed the Wildlings attacking Bran, and intimidated the vulnerable Wildling girl when he was alone with her. He has pledged his loyalty to Robb, but still fosters an identity revolving heavily around his family name and home.


    The final family in the mix is the Arryn family. They established themselves by crossing the Narrow Sea during the Age of Heroes, taking control of The Vale to serve as their new home. They built a formidable fortress high in the mountains where they ruled until Aegon’s conquest. True to the laws and traditions of their land, Jon Arryn arranged his marriage to Lysa Tully to ensure her father’s support during Robert’s rebellion of Targaryen rule. The Arryn’s would rather be subject to someone they respect as opposed to being oppressed by a tyrant. After Robert’s victory, Jon served as his Hand, an honorable, trusted position, for seventeen years. Being the first to uncover Cersei’s secret led to his untimely death, likely from poison. Their House words are “as high as honor,” meaning the Arryns take their responsibilities seriously and are willing to fight for the truth. The only remaining Arryn heir, Robin, is being raised by a paranoid, spiteful mother without the guidance of his father’s values. He is spoiled, bratty, and cruel. It is very possible that the Arryn reputation will change once Robin becomes head of the House.


    Traveling the Realm


    The show producers understood that this story demanded authenticity. They stayed as true to the book as possible and spared no detail important in making Martin’s fantastical world real for viewers. Each kingdom of the realm has distinct characteristics and a unique culture associated with the landscape. Set designers worked tirelessly to capture the distinct feel of each region. They used a combination of studio sets, on-location sets, and computer graphic animation to seamlessly blend the elements together in order to visually transport the audience to this mythical new realm.


    The fantasy world in which the history of each ruling family and the lands they occupy is chronicled consists of divided land masses named Westeros and Essos. Once a realm where each region had its own king, Westeros was conquered and united under one ruling family. The descendants of those conquered kings of old now hold lordship over their respective ancestral lands, but recognize only one king. Throughout the first season, viewers are introduced to the several noble Houses of Westeros and get a feel for how varied life is in each region of the kingdom. The seats of each noble House are scattered throughout Westeros in areas known as: The North, The Vale, The Riverlands, The Westerlands, The Crownlands, and The Southron Kingdoms.


    The North


    At the farthest northern boundary of Westeros sits a massive ice structure aptly named The Wall. It was built 8,000 years ago during the Age of Heroes by Brandon Stark, then King in The North; its purpose to separate Westeros from the supernatural evils that reside on the other side. The Wall is 700 feet tall and spans the entire 300 mile coast to coast length of the northern border. It is rumored that Brandon used giants and powerful magic of the Children of the Forest to erect The Wall. The legions of men who serve as guardians of The Wall, known as The Night’s Watch, take their post for life. Once an honored career, the Night’s Watchmen have lost significance in people’s minds as the memories have faded of the horrific period in Westeros history called “The Long Night;” a span of time when evil creatures called White Walkers wreaked havoc on the realm. Beyond the wall sits the Haunted Forest, populated by barbaric tribes called Wildlings and further on is The Land of Always Winter. It is here that the mythical creatures of the First Men’s time are rumored to still thrive.


    There were once nineteen castles maintained along The Wall, but ages of disrepair due to dwindling recruits have left only three practical for use. Castle Black is the main fortress of The Wall and home to the Night’s Watchmen. Each member is assigned the responsibilities of ranger, steward, or builder. Serving as a Night’s Watchman is a serious obligation, for vows are taken forswearing any family or regional loyalties and inheritances. Men of the Night’s Watch dress in black and are expected to be celibate, swearing allegiance to the entire realm, not the king. A man “takes the black” for life and the punishment for desertion is death. Life at The Wall is freezing, bleak, and void of any comforts.


    South of The Wall lies the northern stronghold known as Winterfell, a castle situated in the middle of the largest Westeros territory. Along with The Wall, Winterfell is the kingdom’s first line of defense against trouble coming from beyond The Wall. Another of Brandon Stark’s projects, this stronghold sits atop hot springs which are piped through the walls as a source of heat. The weather in this region is cold and snowy, although not as bleak as The Wall, and its inhabitants dress in darkly colored heavy wools, cottons, and furs to defend against the cold. The Stark family resides here as Guardians of The North and is descended from the line of northern kings that ruled the region for thousands of years before Targaryen conquest. Winterfell contains an underground crypt where the Stark family ancestors remain. The entire castle was built around a three acre patch of sacred Godswood, in the middle of which is an ancient Weirtree. Dwellers of The North worship the Old Gods, believed to live in the weirtrees, and use these trees for prayers and vows.


    The Vale


    Southeast of Winterfell and on the border of The Crownlands lies The Vale, a wooded and mountainous area lorded over by House Arryn. The mountain fortress known as The Eyrie is this region’s stronghold and was built by Andal invaders who came from Essos towards the end of the Age of Heroes. It sits atop Giant’s Lance, the highest peak in The Mountains of the Moon. The Eyrie is rumored to be impregnable and features Sky Cells, three-walled prison chambers with floors angled towards the open end’s thousand foot drop. There is no need for an executioner at The Eyrie because those condemned to death are faced with a 600 foot drop from a hole in the floor of the throne room called the Moon Door. The woods of The Vale are home to numerous Wildling barbarian clans such as the Stone Crows, Burned Men, Black Ears, and Painted Dogs. Situated in the northern part of The Vale are three barren peninsulas called the Fingers, which are lorded over by the minor House Baelish.


    The Riverlands


    In a southwest diagonal from The Vale lies the area known as The Riverlands, which border the Westerlands. The Riverlands are a plush and fertile landscape with three different rivers running through the territory. The points of interest in this area include Riverrun, The Trident, the Iron Islands, and The Twins. Riverrun is the castle stronghold of House Tully, Catelyn Stark and Lysa Arryn’s family. The triangular fortress is surrounded on two sides with water and a ditch on the third that can be filled with water in times of duress, effectively turning the castle into its own island.


    The Trident is an area where the Red Fork, Green Fork, and Blue Fork rivers converge on the east coast and flow into the Narrow Sea. This spot is famous for the battle between Robert Baratheon and Rhaegar Targaryen over Lyanna Stark in which Rhaegar loses with his life. From this moment on, the battle site became known as the Ruby Ford because of the many rubies that shattered off of Rhaegar’s breastplate from the force of Robert’s deathblow.


    North of the Trident sits a pair of identical fortified castles called The Twins. They sit on each side of the Green Fork and are controlled by Lord Frey, an old man with many wives and numerous offspring. He charges tolls to cross the bridge connecting the towers and spanning the river. Lord Frey holds a strategic position for anyone wanting to easily cross from north to south, or vice versa.


    The fourth area of interest located in The Riverlands is a set of islands off its western coast called The Iron Islands. This region has been ruled by House Greyjoy for over 300 years. The inhabitants of The Iron Islands, dubbed Ironmen, live independently from the mainland. They maintain their own business and religious practices, worshipping a personal deity known as The Drowned God. Although sworn to protect the Iron Throne, the Ironmen have always held a desire for total control, even attempting a failed rebellion against Robert shortly after his crown victory.


    The Crownlands


    The area located southeast from The Riverlands is The Crownlands, which contains the crowded Capital of all seven kingdoms, King’s Landing. This region is positioned in the middle of Westeros on the eastern coast of the realm. As a result, the climate is warm and has a Mediterranean feel. Animal and plant life thrive in the sunny and bright environment. Lots of light-colored, flowing fabrics are worn by its inhabitants.


    King’s Landing was erected by the Targaryen conqueror, Aegon, and his two sister-wives. It is the first city to proclaim the Faith of the Seven, or New Gods. All the weirwood trees of the surrounding areas were cut down and the wall enclosing the city was built with seven gates symbolizing the New Gods. King’s Landing was erected on three hills, each named after Aegon and his wives. The Sept of Baelor is situated upon Visenya Hill and The Red Keep occupies Aegon Hill. The third, named after the other wife Rhaenys, contained the Dragonpit where they kept and bred dragons.


    The Red Keep is the royal castle and aptly named for its red color. The Targaryens designed it with secret passageways and chambers, the knowledge of which was guarded by the family. The Iron Throne that is the prize for those playing the game sits in the throne room of the Red Keep, where royal court is held. It was forged with dragon’s fire from the swords that had belonged to Aegon’s vanquished foes.


    Dragonstone is the other part of The Crownlands and the ancestral home of the Targaryens. It is believed to be formed from an active volcano and was settled by the ancient Valyrians who used magic to build its keep with dragon shaped towers. Valyrian steel was also forged here and is considered valuable and rare throughout the kingdom since its secrets have been lost along with the Valyrian culture. Dragonstone is located just northeast of King’s Landing and is surrounded by water on three sides. Dragonstone came under Baratheon control when Robert gave his ruthless soldier brother Stannis lordship over the region after winning the throne.


    The Westerlands


    Situated due west from King’s Landing are the Westerlands, lorded over by the Lannisters. Their lands are littered with gold and silver mines, making this region the wealthiest of the entire realm. Once known as Kings of the Rock, the Lannisters make their home at the fortress of Casterly Rock. This fortress was not constructed by their ancestors, but instead swindled away from the original inhabitants, House Casterly, during the Age of Heroes by a man who started the Lannister family line. They also operate Lannisport, the primary city and port of the Westerlands. The Lannisters’ vast wealth and connection to the throne allow them to fund the kingdom, securing the power and influence of the family name.


    The Southron Kingdoms


    To the south of The Westerlands and King’s Landing is a collection of southern regions known as The Southron Kingdoms. Increasingly fertile soils and beautiful landscapes characterize the area in the southwest known as The Reach. Notorious for its array of wildflowers, the noble lords of this land, The Tyrells, are referred to as Lords of the Flowers. The seat of House Tyrell is located in Highgarden. Their décor is of superior quality and very delicate and ornate.


    On the opposite coast from The Reach are the Stormlands of the Southron Kingdoms. Originally ruled by The Storm Kings in the Age of Heroes, this area came under Baratheon rule when Aegon conquered the realm. The Baratheon fortress, Storm’s End, is the oldest stronghold in Westeros. Its walls are believed to be protected by ancient magic from the days when it was erected. This area is controlled by Renly Baratheon who has found allegiance with his Flower neighbors in vying for the throne.


    The southernmost desert region of The Southron Kingdoms, Dorne, is home to the one House that was able to hold their ground against Aegon the Conqueror. House Martell nobles are descended from emigrants that fled Essos to escape the Valyrians, ancestors to the Targaryens. The seat of House Martell is located in Sunspear, a city situated on the coast of an eastern peninsula close to Essos.


    Essos


    Free from Westeros allegiance, Essos is a region of independent city-states, Dothraki grasslands, and ancient Valyrian wastelands that lies across the Narrow Sea from Westeros. The people of the cities are tradesmen and merchants whose lifestyles revolve around commerce. The port city, Pentos, is governed by powerful magistrates, one of whom is Illyrio Mopatis, benefactor to the Targaryen siblings. This region must pay tribute to their neighbors, the Dothraki horse lords, to avoid invasion and pillage. The Dothraki are a nomadic warrior tribe with their own set of beliefs and customs who occupy the middle grasslands of Essos. Beyond the grasslands is an area of farmers and shepherds called Lhazar. The people calling this area home worship a deity called the Great Shepherd. Operating separately from Westeros authority, Essos serves as a refuge for exiles hailing from that region.


    Rich with its own history, this supernatural world sets the stage for the culmination of a power struggle that has been ensuing for generations. Dynamic, full-scale characters ensure engaging interactions and shocking plot twists. Reputations and family holdings are at stake in an environment where it is better to have a bad family code than no code at all. Decisions and sacrifices are made by key players that set events in motion drastically affecting the future of this land’s inhabitants.


    


    


    

  


  
    Episode 1: Winter Is Coming


    The premier episode of Game of Thrones takes viewers on a journey through several realms of the kingdom of Westeros and introduces them to many of its ruling families. Our story begins with three rangers venturing out on patrol of the northern territory beyond The Wall. The area is covered with heavy snow and appears to be bleak and gloomy. One of the men stumbles upon a bloody scene of bodies torn apart and placed to form the shape of a circle with a line down the middle. He scatters to find his comrades and upon return to the site, discovers that the bodies have disappeared. The man in charge dismisses the hi-jinks as typical “Wildling” pranks just before he is killed by a large hulking figure in black with glowing blue eyes. The two remaining men flee but are chased down. The ranger who discovered the bodies is left to have his comrade’s head tossed to him after the “White Walker” slices it clean off the man’s body. The scene closes with this ranger running scared.


    Next we travel to Winterfell, home of the Starks, where a strikingly contradictory scene is taking place. The young men are teaching a young boy, Bran, archery while his parents look on. The young ladies are in a room practicing their needle work. As Bran attempts to hit the archery target, an arrow comes from behind him and sails into the bull’s eye. It is the boy’s slightly older sister, Arya, who shows him up because she had grown bored with sewing. A lighthearted chase ensues. Interrupting the play is news that a deserter has been found in the territory and must be dealt with. Ned Stark, head of the House, insists his young son come along amidst protests from his wife, the boy’s mother. The group of men rides out to where the deserter is being held and we see that it is the ranger who had fled from the woods in the previous scene. Although the man tells what he had witnessed and warns of the return of the White Walkers, he takes responsibility for deserting his post nonetheless. Ned sentences him to death and beheads the ranger himself, explaining to Bran that the man who passes the sentence should swing the sword.


    On their return to the Winterfell castle, a deer and dire wolf are found dead in the wood. Five motherless pups are discovered and just as Ned is about to kill them out of mercy, his eldest son Jon, who is a bastard, interjects and convinces Ned to keep the pups, pointing out that the direwolf is the sigil of the Stark House and there are five, one for each Stark child. As they are leaving, a sixth pup is found for Jon to have, an obvious symbol of his inclusion in the Stark bloodline. Upon their return, word is received that King Robert intends to visit Winterfell.


    We leave Winterfell and enter King’s Landing, the Capital of the seven kingdoms and home to the Iron Throne. Here, we meet the Queen and her brother conspiring about the dead body in the background, who was the King’s Hand, John Arryn. The Queen is paranoid about whether or not Arryn told anybody and what they are to do if he did. We are left wondering what the secret is for the time being.


    After the brief introduction of King’s Landing, we are taken back to Winterfell for King Robert’s arrival with his entire entourage. His first order of business is to visit the Stark crypt, where Ned’s sister, Robert’s beloved, is buried. We learn that the Targaryen family was responsible for her death and that Robert had already avenged her killer. We learn Robert’s intentions in visiting the Starks when he asks Ned to take place as his Hand and to unite their two houses by marrying his daughter Sansa to Robert’s son Joffrey, heir to the throne. Ned is left with much to consider.


    Later the same night, Lady Stark receives a note from her sister, the widowed wife of Jon Arryn, suggesting that her husband was poisoned by the Lannisters, the family of the Queen. She has fled the Capital out of fear for her and her son’s lives and has returned to her husband’s home in The Vale, another of the seven kingdoms. Realizing this information means Robert is in danger, Ned is obligated by loyalty to Robert to take the position offered him as Hand of the King.


    We are next introduced to a third realm of the kingdom, called Pentos, which lies across the Narrow Sea from Westeros. Here we meet Daenerys as her brother Viserys prepares her for marriage to a Dothraki king. After seventeen years of exile from his home, Viserys is plotting to take what he considers to be his rightful place on the Iron Throne by wielding the Dothraki army as his weapon. Daenerys is reluctant to be used as a pawn in his scheme, but has no choice in the matter. At the Dothraki wedding ceremony, Daenerys appears shocked and disturbed by the brutality of the culture that has been forced upon her. She is tended to by Jorah Mormont, a man who had served her father when her father was king. An array of wedding gifts which includes three fossilized dragon eggs is presented to her.


    The season opener ends at Winterfell with Bran climbing the castle walls to watch his father leave. Hearing noises coming from the window of an abandoned room, he discovers the Queen and her twin brother Jaime erotically involved. The Queen sees Bran spying and Jaime pushes Bran from the window. The screen blackens, leaving us unaware of Bran’s fate.


    


    What We Learn


     There is a horrific race of supernatural beings referred to as White Walkers causing terror in The North.


     Death is punishment for deserting post at The Wall. Because the audience is made aware of the horrors witnessed by the deserter in The North, sympathy is felt for him when he is sentenced to death. Some may even be disappointed that the execution is delivered, feeling that this man had an excusable reason for deserting. However, the Starks are true to their family code and as guardian of The North; Ned is responsible for carrying out the laws of the land.


     Although Jon is Ned’s son, he is not considered a Stark and holds an outsider position in the family, leaving us to feel pity for him.


     The queen and her brother share a secret they are willing to keep covered up with murder. At this early stage in the story, we can only guess at what it is.


     Ned and King Robert are long-time friends. Robert was in love with Ned’s sister Lyanna before she was murdered by Targaryens.


     King Robert is not faithful to the queen, Cersei Lannister, as evinced by his actions at the Winterfell dinner party.


     The youngest Lannister brother is a dwarf and fond of drinking and patronizing the brothels.


     Viserys has control over Daenerys and lords power over her. He is willing to do anything for victory in his scheme to retake the throne. We are made to immediately dislike him because of his actions and attitude of superiority.


     Queen Cersei and her brother, Jaime, are not only twins but also lovers. The juicy secret is revealed.


    Introducing . . . The Targaryen Siblings & The Dothraki


    Daenerys and Viserys Targaryen are siblings who have lived an exiled existence in Essos most of their lives. They are the last remaining bloodline of the Dragon Kings who had conquered the realm using dragons. They ruled Westeros for 300 years before Robert usurped the throne. Ever since having to flee Westeros after their father, King Aerys, was murdered, Viserys has taken charge of his sister. He has felt the pressure of believing himself to be the Last Dragon his entire life and will stop at nothing to take his place on the Iron Throne, a position he feels is his rightful inheritance. He is hot-tempered, arrogant, and abusive to his sister, Daenerys. Viserys has arranged for Daenerys to marry the king of the Dothraki tribesmen known as the Khalisar. Viserys does not see the Dothraki as people worthy of his acknowledgment and already considers himself their king. His intentions are to use the vast Dothraki army as his weapon in conquering the throne.


    Although reluctant to do as her brother wants, Daenerys ultimately has no choice but to obey him because he has always had dominion over her. Daenerys begins the story as a shy, timid young woman but emerges as a powerful warrior by the end of the season. Once she is taken out of her brother’s control, she embraces her new culture and realizes her strength as queen, or Khaleesi, of the Khal. The tables are turned on the relationship with her brother and Viserys finds himself having to submit to Daenerys’ newfound power. Whereas Viserys’ impatience to be recognized as king led to his demise, Daenerys gradually comes into her own as the true Dragon Queen through a journey of self-discovery and strong will.


    Khal Drogo is leader of the horse worshipping Dothraki tribespeople, a nomadic warrior society that lives in the grasslands of Essos. Their culture can be described as part Mongolian and part Native American. Drogo has yet to be defeated by a challenger and wears a long ponytail to show it. The Khalisar believe that violence equals power, much like the Targaryens, but are unconcerned with the politics of Westeros. Drogo arranges to take Daenerys as his wife in trade for conquering the Iron Throne for her brother. Drogo does not have interest in Westeros and his people have never crossed the Narrow Sea. They believe that if their horses cannot cross it, then it should not be crossed. He has little intention of fulfilling his end of the bargain, especially after falling in love with Daenerys and realizing his unborn son will be the one to conquer the lands. He is a fierce warrior, but gentle husband, and takes pride in Daenerys’ newfound strength.


    


    

  


  
    Episode 2: The Kingsroad


    The second episode opens with Daenerys, the new Dothraki queen, traveling with the Khal to her new homeland. Jorah is helping Daenerys understand the tribal way of life. He explains to her that the Khal believe the world will end when the “ghost grass” covers everything. This prophecy serves as foreshadowing of many possible events to come including: the return of Targaryen reign, extinction of the humans at the hands of supernatural forces, or the loss of Dothraki way of life to dominant cultures.


    We are next taken to Winterfell where we see that Bran lives, but is in a coma. Tyrion shares the news with his siblings that Bran lives. The Queen attempts to hide her displeasure about this news, but as insiders to the truth behind Bran’s “fall” we can see she is obviously disturbed by it. Tyrion plans to accompany Jon Snow to The Wall so he can see it firsthand. Jon is determined to “take the black” and join his uncle Benjen as a ranger of The Night’s Watch in order to make a name for himself at Castle Black. He says his goodbyes to the sleeping Bran and his sister Arya, whom he gives a specially made sword. Because of her excitement and eagerness to use it, we sense that this will be an important tool for her in the future. The Queen visits Cat while she sits at Bran’s bedside and tells a story about losing her first-born baby with Robert. He was a black-haired boy who fell to a fever. She describes him as a little bird without feathers, a chilling parallel to what happened to Bran. Much to Cat’s dismay, Ned leaves for King’s Landing with their two daughters. Upon parting paths, Jon asks Ned about his mother and Ned tells him they will talk the next time they meet, a hint leaving us with the sneaking suspicion that events will transpire preventing this from happening.


    On the way to King’s Landing to the South, Robert and Ned are talking and we learn that Jon’s mother’s name is Wyla. Ned is reluctant to talk about her. We are left with the feeling that this mystery might come into play later in the story. Robert talks of Rhaegar Targaryen, who he killed to avenge Ned’s sister, and of the awful things done to Ned’s father and brother at the hands of the Targaryens. We do not yet learn what transpired. Robert finishes his discussion with the looming observation that a war is coming.


    On the road going north to The Wall, Tyrion and Jon talk. We learn that criminals are taken to serve at The Wall as alternate punishment for their crimes. Jon is dismayed to learn this because he grew up with the notion that it was an honorable choice to “take the black.”


    Back at Winterfell, Robb voluntarily takes charge of the house affairs since his mother is intent on staying at Bran’s bedside. An assassination attempt is made on the sleeping Bran, but Bran’s direwolf kills the attempted murderer, saving his and Cat’s lives. After this attack, Cat is determined to uncover how Bran “fell” from the window. She finds a long blonde hair on the clean-swept patch of floor in the abandoned tower room where the twins had been engaged in their act of incest.


    Meanwhile in Essos, Daenerys is tended to by her servants and begins to ask about the days of the dragons. We are left to wonder if there is significance behind this, especially since she has three dragon eggs in her possession. She is, after all, descended from the line of dragon kings and her brother thinks he is the rightful successor to the throne. She also learns how to use her sexual prowess to gain some control over her new husband and herself. We see a confidence begin to blossom in Daenerys that will serve her well as the story progresses.


    The episode closes with the royal party traveling home to King’s Landing. Arya disarms Prince Joffrey in an attempt to defend her friend, the butcher’s son, with who she had been play-sword fighting. In her defense, Arya’s wolf bites the prince and she is forced to command her pet to flee to save its life. (Will it return later in the story at a point when Arya needs help?) Arya is enraged when Joffrey lies to the King and Queen about what happened. Sansa’s wolf gets killed in place of Arya’s since hers was not able to be found. The butcher’s boy is run down and killed as punishment for harming the prince, which we know is not what transpired. Ned volunteers to kill the wolf, saying “the wolf is of the North and deserves better than a butcher.” Does this statement also represent how Ned feels about Arya (of The North) and her choice of playmate (the butcher’s son)? The last scene is of Bran waking just as the wolf’s life is taken. A connection is implied despite the two being in different parts of the kingdom at the time.


    What We Learn


     Daenerys is relying on Jorah for all of her information about the Dothraki people and their way of life. Should he be fully trusted? Does Daenerys have a choice?


     Queen Cersei is unhappy to hear that Bran lives and her paranoia worsens, making us wonder what she will do next.


     Robert and Cersei’s firstborn son died as a baby from a fever.


     Jon knows nothing of his mother. We learn that her name is Wyla.


     Jon shares close relationships with his siblings and father, but has never been welcomed or accepted by Cat.


     The Targaryens were responsible for the deaths of Ned’s sister, brother, and father. We do not know why at this point.


     There is more to Tyrion than meets the eye.


     Prince Joffrey is a liar and a coward.


     A spiritual connection exists between Bran Stark and the direwolves, leaving us to speculate how this will come into play as the story progresses.


    


    Introducing . . . The Guardians of The North


    The Stark family is the central focus of the opening episodes of Game of Thrones and the family through whose perspective we see the story unfold. At the head of the Stark family is Eddard, or Ned, Stark. He is married to Catelyn “Cat” Stark, who is from the Tully family of the Riverlands. Together they have five children, Robb, Sansa, Arya, Brandon, and Rickon.


    Ned is a loyal and decisive man who lives his life by a traditional code of honor and duty. He naively expects that others live by the same honorable values, a trait which leaves him blind to the measures taken by those vying for power. He was thrust into the leadership position he holds in The North when his father and brother were unexpectedly executed by the Mad King Aerys. Ned stands firm in his loyalty to King Robert and trusts him like a brother. When information is presented that his father-figure, Jon Arryn, might have been murdered, his sense of loyalty and duty compel Ned to accept the position as Hand of the King to Robert, enabling Ned to protect his friend from foes. Although it was hard for Ned to leave his family for King’s Landing, especially with the uncertainties of Bran’s health, he did so nonetheless simply because it needed to be done.


    Ned also has a son named Jon whom he sired out of wedlock while away on a king’s mission when he and Catelyn were first married. Jon has grown up with the social stigma of being a bastard and carries the region’s surname Snow instead of Stark. Cat has always resented his presence in her household, resulting in constant emotional conflict regarding Jon. Ned loves Jon as his son, but is forced to control his emotions towards Jon out of respect for his wife. He knows he was morally wrong in fathering a child with another woman while bound in marriage to Cat, but did what he felt was right by bringing the baby home with him to raise as his own.


    Catelyn, or Cat, Stark is a wonderful mother and true wife. Like Ned, she also holds fast to traditional values of honor and duty. Although originally engaged to Ned’s older brother Brandon, Cat fulfilled her duty of joining the family houses by marrying Ned after Brandon was executed. She and Ned have sown a real working relationship and have grown to deeply love each other. She hates the circumstances of Ned leaving, but understands why he must go. Left in charge of Winterfell, she rises to the task and begins thinking like a warrior when her family is threatened.


    Robb, their eldest son, is heir to Winterfell and has grown up fast in order to be able to fulfill all the duties necessary of a man-to-be in his position. He is bound by duty and honor, like his parents, and looks after his younger brother, Bran. Robb looks up to his father and realizes there are many qualities and responsibilities to inculcate in being a Stark male. He has a strong relationship with his half-brother Jon because they are close in age and grew up together. Robb has counted on Jon’s support his entire life and knows that despite Jon’s being older, he has no claim to their father’s inheritance due to his status as a bastard. Robb names his direwolf Grey Wind.


    The Starks’ eldest daughter, Sansa, splendidly fulfills the role expected of a young noble lady. She believes in chivalry and tradition and embodies quite a romantic perspective of the world. Sansa does what is expected of her and falls in love with the idea of someday becoming queen of the realm, an idea that blinds her to the dangerous flaws of Prince Joffrey. She names her direwolf Lady.


    The other Stark daughter, Arya, is very much the opposite of her older sister and what is expected of a female in their society. She is a smart, athletic tomboy defiant of authority. Everything about her screams leader. Arya sees the world for what it is and does not underestimate the people around her, good or bad. She shares a special relationship with Jon because they are both different and can relate to each other about their status as outsiders; his as a bastard and hers as a tomboy. Arya identifies with her father because she does not listen to what she is told and instead acts upon her own knowledge of the world. Arya sees right through Prince Joffrey’s façade, unlike her sister Sansa. Arya names her direwolf Nymeria.


    Ned and Cat’s next son is Brandon, or Bran, a ten year old adventurous boy with a good humored nature. He is being groomed to be a man, but still ventures off to be a boy, as when he is seen climbing the castle’s outside walls. He has lived a relatively carefree life because he does not have the weight of the responsibility of taking his father’s place someday. Bran was born during a long summer and has not seen much strife in his lifetime. He has some sort of spiritual connection with the world, as hinted at when he awakens from his coma upon the death of Sansa’s direwolf and the ominous recurring dream he has about the family crypt. As second male of the family, his desire is to become a knight in the Kingsguard. Bran names his direwolf Summer.


    The youngest of the Stark family is a boy named Rickon. We are not introduced to him until after a few episodes. He is sensitive and shares the spiritual connection that Bran has, but seems to put more faith in what he sees and dreams than Bran does. It is difficult to predict the importance of his role in the story so far. Rickon’s direwolf is named Shaggydog.


    

  


  
    Episode 3: Lord Snow


    We begin with Ned Stark’s arrival at King’s Landing. He is immediately taken to the council chambers. He and Jaime Lannister exchange jabbing words about the death of Ned’s father and brother and the way in which Jaime killed the “Mad King.” The other council members arrive, who include the King’s homosexual younger brother, a eunuch, a brothel owner, and a forgetful old man. Ned is updated on the condition of the treasury and the state of the kingdom. It is obvious to the audience that Ned’s presence in the Capital is neither appreciated nor wanted by those close to the King, leaving us fearful of Ned’s fate. Meanwhile, we are taken to a scene of the Queen grooming Joffrey for kingship while tending to his wolf bite. We get a glimpse of the arrogance and ignorance prominent in this child. These traits combined with his cowardice make the viewer fear for the day he takes the throne. After council, Ned talks with Arya about the wolf attack incident and gives her kind fatherly advice. The audience is able to see the contrast between the two parenting methods, that of the Queen and that of Ned, and the way in which they affect the children.


    Cat arrives in King’s Landing and is surprised to be escorted to the brothels by her childhood friend Petyr Baelish. She was under the impression that no one knew of her arrival. She learns that the knife used in the attempted murder of their son belonged to Petyr, who had lost it in a wager to Tyrion Lannister. While she and Ned conspire about the next steps to take, the Lannister twins conspire to make sure their love affair is kept secret at any cost. The king shares war stories with the captain of his guard and Jaime Lannister. The king is tended to by his squire, Lancell Lannister, who is the Queen’s cousin. We learn that Aerys (The Mad King) Targaryen’s last words were “burn them all.”


    On the Dothraki side of the story, Viserys’ ego is wounded when he gets enraged at his sister for giving him commands and the Khal punish him for insulting their queen. They obey her commands, not his, which hurts his pride since he feels he is already their king and should be recognized as such. We learn that Daenerys is pregnant, an event that leads to her having even more confidence and power. Upon hearing this news, Jorah abruptly rides for Qohor, a free city neighboring Pentos.


    At The Wall, Jon is disappointed to learn that he cannot ride with his uncle Benjen out on patrol. He feels he is ready to be a ranger, but is denied the privilege. As with Ned, Jon is again left without answers from his male role model when Benjen tells him they will talk when he gets back from patrol; an encounter that does not happen because Benjen ends up missing. Tyrion shares his belief that Westeros people and the Wildlings are no different. Westeros ancestors just happened to be on the right side of The Wall when it was constructed. There is talk of how many winters each man has seen and the prediction that winter is coming is shared once again. The episode closes with Arya being sent to “dance” lessons in which she discovers they are actually sword fighting lessons. We are left with a sense of foreshadowing as Ned looks on with a look of worried anticipation as he watches Arya wield her sword.


    What We Learn


     Jaime Lannister killed Mad King Aerys by stabbing him in the back, an action punishable by death, yet he remains a member of the Kingsguard.


     Ned’s father and brother were executed by King Aerys by being burned alive.


     The Starks trust Petyr’s word that the knife wielded against Bran belonged to Tyrion, despite knowing that Petyr is still in love with Cat. They trust his motives and do not suspect him of foul play, actions that viewers may find naïve.


     The queen grows increasingly paranoid after learning that Bran has woken up, but he apparently does not remember anything about his “fall.”


     Jorah is serving as messenger to someone in Qohor regarding the Dothraki happenings, leading to suspicions about his loyalties.


    


    Introducing . . . The Men in Black


    The Night’s Watch is the army of men who reside in the bleakness of Castle Black at The Wall. They are sworn to protect the realm from all dangers that lie beyond it. Those who choose to join the Night’s Watch do so for life, forsaking any claim to inheritance, family name, and continuation of their own bloodline. It does not matter where a man comes from upon “taking the black” because everyone is equal in brotherhood at The Wall and has a chance to make a name for himself. All swear loyalty to the realm, not one particular House or Lord. The Wall was built to help protect Westeros from the White Walkers after a horrible period in the realm’s past referred to as The Long Night. Once an honorable career for non-firstborn men, the significance of the Night’s Watch has faded in people’s minds along with the memories of the terrors that took place. Castle Black has fallen into disrepair and with numbers dwindling below 800 men, the Night’s Watch has resorted to recruiting criminals and cowards to fill the gaps. There are three positions in which the new recruits are placed after a period of training: Builders, Stewards, and Rangers. The Builders are responsible for general upkeep of the castle; the Stewards are in charge of daily chores such as cooking and cleaning; the Rangers are charged with venturing beyond The Wall to monitor happenings there. Whichever position a recruit fills, the life of a Night’s Watchman is a hard, grim existence.


    Jeor Mormont is commander of the Night’s Watch. He was the former lord of Bear Island, part of the territory of The North, but forsook his rights to the land upon taking his vows. He is weathered from his life at The Wall, but is kind and fair in his dealings. Jeor takes Jon under his wing as his steward in order to groom him for command. Jeor Mormont is also father of Jorah Mormont, the man helping Daenerys understand the Dothraki way of life.


    Maester Aemon is the old blind man who serves as Mormont’s adviser. We discover later in the season that he is the Mad King Aerys’ brother. Aemon was unable to do anything to help his family when the brutalities occurred at the end of Aerys’ reign because he had already taken his vows and had forsaken any family loyalties.


    Benjen Stark is a ranger of the Night’s Watch and Ned’s remaining brother. He shares a close relationship with Jon and is a significant part of the reason why Jon chose life at The Wall. Benjen is true to his post at The Wall and shows no fear in the face of duty, a trait expected of a Stark. He ends up missing while out on patrol and at the end of the season a group of the Night’s Watch rides out beyond The Wall to find him.


    Another seasoned veteran of Wall life is Yoren. He has served as recruiter for thirty years and is also known as “Wandering Crow.” Yoren is the man who tells Ned the news about Cat taking Tyrion prisoner. He is also the man who protects Arya after Ned’s death.


    The newer recruits include Samwell Tarly, who is branded a coward due to his lack of fighting skills, and Pyp, who was a singer before being forced to choose life at The Wall. These two have proven to be faithful and true to their vows and friendship to Jon Snow.


    

  


  
    Episode 4: Cripples, Bastards, and Broken Things


    In this episode, Bran wakes from a dream in which he follows a three eyed crow to the family crypt. At first, it appears to the audience that Bran is walking again until the crow turns its head and three eyes are visible. Bran is still in bed unable to walk. On his return from The Wall, Tyrion visits Winterfell to give Bran a saddle design that he can use to ride a horse despite his new disability. Robb does not offer much hospitality to Tyrion, but is grateful and a little suspicious for the kindness shown his brother. Tyrion simply states that he has a “soft spot in his heart for cripples, bastards, and broken things.” Tyrion asks for Lady Stark and is told she is ill, a lie Tyrion does not believe.


    Samwise arrives at The Wall and is branded a coward because he cannot fight. He tells Jon the story of how he ended up there and Jon takes pity on him and befriends him. By the end of the episode Jon is opening up to Sam about his virginity and life story.


    We learn that Jorah was driven from his home by Ned because he was caught selling slaves, a crime punishable by death. Jorah had also done something to betray his own father and it is not clear whether it was the selling of slaves or something else. Viserys makes sure to point out to Jorah that his actions would not have gone unpunished under his rule. Next we find Viserys in the bath tub with his sister’s servant while he talks about the dragons and what he remembers of life in the castle when his father was king. His ego is boosted once again by the servant’s admiration, only to be knocked down by Daenerys. She physically defends herself against him for the first time when he strikes her down because he is angry at having to obey her. She is beginning to realize that the son she carries will be the one to rule, not her brother. Knowing she has an entire people to defend her gives her the strength she needs to stand up to him.


    Back at King’s Landing, Ned is carefully attempting to uncover what John Arryn had discovered before his death. He speaks with the old man, Grand Maester Pycelle, and gets a hold of the book in which Arryn had shown interest; a book of the lineages of all the ruling houses in the kingdom. He retraces the steps Arryn had taken around King’s Landing before dying and finds himself talking to Robert’s bastard son, who is the armorer’s apprentice. While Jaime Lannister and the captain of Ned’s guard talk, we learn about the Greyjoy family and how they had led a failed revolt against the newly crowned King Robert. Theon Greyjoy has been Ned’s ward since the age of eight and serves as Robb’s right hand man.


    Despite Ned’s refusal to endorse it, a joust tournament begins in honor of Ned’s appointment as the King’s Hand. The first match is Gregor Clegane, or “The Mountain,” and Ser Hugh of the Vale, who used to be John Arryn’s squire. Ser Hugh dies a gruesome death in what is an obviously mismatched duel. Petyr Baelish tells Sansa the story of the brothers, “The Mountain” and “The Hound,” then scares her to secrecy by saying that only a select few know the story.


    At the end of the plot, Cat is traveling back to Winterfell when she finds herself and Tyrion Lannister at the same inn. She calls upon the patrons’ loyalty to her father and seizes Tyrion for the attempted murder of her son. He surrenders to being taken by Cat. At this point, it is hard to tell by his actions and demeanor whether or not he is guilty.


    What We Learn


     Bran is having ominous dreams involving a three-eyed crow and the family crypt, leaving us to ponder what this means.


     Tyrion seems to have a kind heart when he wants to.


     Jon is a virgin because he could not stomach the thought of bringing a bastard into the world to live with the same stigma he has experienced, allowing us to see how much this stigma has shaped his personality.


     Jorah was sentenced to death by Ned and escaped execution by fleeing to Essos.


     Robert has a grown bastard son working as an armorer’s apprentice. Jon Arryn had discovered this bastard and was researching the kingdom’s family bloodlines before his death. We are given hints that there is more to the Lannister secret than originally thought and wonder if knowledge of this bastard will affect the inheritance of the throne.


     The Greyjoys hold a dishonored status for having rebelled against Robert in the beginning of his reign.


     “The Mountain” had burned his little brother “The Hound” by holding his face in fire as punishment for playing with his toy.


     Ser Hugh, who was Jon Arryn’s squire, had been inexplicably knighted and given brand new armor just after Arryn’s death.


     Petyr Baelish takes a special interest in Sansa, a disturbing thought for viewers.


    


    Introducing . . . The Outsiders


    Jon Snow is Ned Stark’s bastard son and therefore has no claim on any family holdings. He was never given any information about his mother and although obviously loved by his father, has never been shown any affection from Cat. She resents Jon because he is a constant reminder of Ned’s wrongdoing. Despite his outsider status, he has managed to maintain close relationships with his father and siblings. He understands that he must go into the world and make his own name because he has no rights to Ned’s stronghold even though he is Ned’s firstborn male. Jon chooses to “take the black” and serve at The Wall as one of the Night’s Watchmen. His uncle Benjen is a ranger of the Night’s Watch and Jon has grown up with a much romanticized view of what life is like at The Wall. Despite his being a bastard, he still arrives at The Wall with an air of entitlement and attitude of superiority over the others. He slowly realizes the reality of life as a brother of the Night’s Watch and has to draw on the values of duty and honor with which he was raised in order to accept his choice. Jon names his direwolf Ghost.


    Theon Greyjoy, a descendent of the Iron Islands, has been Ned Stark’s ward since age eight. The Greyjoys attempted a rebellion against the newly crowned King Robert and failed miserably. Theon is a glorified prisoner of Ned’s and serves as Robb’s steward; although, they share more of a brotherly relationship than that of master/servant. He gives Robb advice on warfare and how to handle situations. Theon still takes pride in his lineage, proclaiming at one point that the Greyjoys are known for their skills in “bedding women and archery.” He falls in love with a red haired prostitute named Ros, who is recommended by all her customers. The Stark family treats him more like family than a prisoner, but that does not stop outsiders, such as Tyrion, from pointing out the truth. Theon appears to be loyal to the Starks, saving Robb and Bran from a Wildling attack and pledging his sword to Robb when he is declared king in the North.


    

  


  
    Episode 5: The Wolf and The Lion


    There are many secrets revealed in this mid-season episode. We begin with Ned speaking with Ser Barristan, captain of the King’s Guard, about Ser Hugh. He questions how he became a knight and notices that his expensive new armor had never been scratched. Ned then speaks with Robert and Robert rants about being fed up with all the blond Lannisters surrounding him. He tells Ned that Cersei insisted on Lancell being his squire and that Arryn had insisted on his marrying Cersei. This way Robert would have Tywin Lannister’s power and money on his side. As Ned leaves the King’s company, the eunuch, Varys, pulls him aside and tells him about a certain poison that is undetectable. He hints that Arryn must have been poisoned by someone trusted who was able to get close enough to have administered it. All signs point to Arryn’s squire, the recently deceased Ser Hugh, having been rewarded with knighthood for poisoning Arryn. At this point it is obvious to the audience that the Lannister twins are behind the murder because they are trying to cover up the fact that all of the queen’s children are Jaime’s, not Robert’s. This, of course, has far reaching implications regarding the rightful heir to the Iron Throne. We are not the only ones in on the secret, either. As Arya is hiding in the dragon skulls in the dungeon, conversation is overheard between Illyrio Mopatis of Pentos and Varys about their knowledge of the queen’s secret. They say there is going to be a fight between the wolf and the lion, the sigils of the Stark and Lannister Houses.


    The joust continues and we are introduced to Ser Loras Tyrell, the Knight of the Flowers. This same knight later shaves the hair off of Renly’s chest and it is revealed to us that they are lovers plotting to take the throne.


    Cat and her party travel towards the Eryie with Tyrion and are attacked on the road. Fighting ensues and Tyrion ends up saving Cat’s life. Upon arrival at the Eyrie, Cat’s sister, Lysa, is nursing her pre-adolescent son. Lysa expresses her anger with Cat for bringing Tyrion to her house and immediately imprisons him.


    During a council session, the king learns of Daenerys’ pregnancy and orders her and her brother’s deaths. He fears a Targaryen takeover despite the fact that the Dothraki have never crossed the Narrow Sea. Ned disagrees with this decision and ends up resigning his position as Hand. As Ned is in the midst of trying to make arrangements to leave King’s Landing, he gets word from Yoren of the Night’s Watch that Cat has taken Tyrion prisoner. He tries to act to protect his children, but is sidetracked by Petyr Baelish offering to take him to the last person Arryn visited before his death. Ned agrees and is taken to the brothel to meet Robert’s baby girl, who has black hair. As Ned leaves, he is surrounded by Jaime and his men who attack Ned because of Cat taking Tyrion. Ned’s men are killed and Ned ends up getting pierced in the back of the leg with a lance and passes out, leaving us fearful of what will happen to him and his daughters.


    What We Learn


     Cersei insisted on her cousin, Lancell, serving as Robert’s squire.


     Jon Arryn had urged Robert’s marriage to Cersei in order to secure the support of her father’s money and power. Was this an honest suggestion on Arryn’s part, or part of the Lannister scheme?


     Nobody knows why Ser Hugh was knighted or from where he got his expensive new armor.


     Jon Arryn was most likely poisoned by someone close to him. His squire, the recently deceased Hugh of the Vale, is the most likely culprit. This would explain the knighthood, new armor, and untimely death.


     The deathly secret the twins have been conspiring about is that the father of Cersei’s children is actually Jaime, not Robert, meaning Joffrey does not have a rightful claim to the throne. It is also frustrating that we know the secret, but Ned refuses to assume this could be the truth and continues to investigate the matter.


     Varys and Illyrio exchange news and have formed an alliance.


     Renly, Robert’s youngest brother, is involved in a love affair with Ser Loras Tyrell, who convinces Renly that he should have the throne.


     More layers of Tyrion are discovered as he saves his captor’s life during an attack, making the mystery of his loyalties even harder to figure out.


     Cat’s sister, Lysa, has become paranoid and disturbed. Her actions and attitude are so distasteful that we can only hope her role remains limited as the story unfolds.


     Robert most likely has many bastard children in King’s Landing. Ned meets Robert’s most recent one, a baby girl belonging to one of Petyr’s prostitutes.


     Robert fears the Targaryen children gaining power and admits to there being no knight’s honor in ruling, only fear and blood.


    


    Introducing . . . The Crowned Stag


    Robert Baratheon was a warrior in his younger days. He grew up with Ned and shared with him a fondness for Jon Arryn. In the days of King Aerys’ reign, Robert was engaged to marry Ned’s sister, Lyanna, before her death at the hands of Prince Rhaegar Targaryen. Her death caused Robert to rebel against Mad King Aerys and usurp the throne. Robert was the first man since Aegon the Conqueror to win the throne by fight, not inherit it by birthright. Robert operates under his own moral code, but has grown lazy from enjoying the spoils of his victory during his unchallenged reign as king. Robert married Cersei Lannister as a traditional power move to secure the backing of her father’s money and power. The memory of his true love Lyanna, the duties involved in kingship, and his loveless marriage to Cersei have left Robert embittered with life. Because Robert is not a politician and unaccustomed to the game of the throne, he lets the ruling of the kingdom fall to his council and the Lannisters so that he can stay busy having fun and enjoying his status as King. He realizes too late that he has surrounded himself with people out to get him. By the time he calls upon Ned, the only man he trusts, for help, the ulterior motives of those out for the throne have already been firmly rooted. There is not much protection Ned can provide Robert aside from uncovering the truth for which Jon Arryn died. Robert’s fondness for drink, trusting nature, and narrow worldview ultimately lead to his demise.


    

  


  
    Episode 6: A Golden Crown


    We return to the series to find a wounded Ned in bed being visited by the king and queen. The Queen is furious about her younger brother being taken prisoner and insults the king. She is sent out of the room and Robert reappoints Ned as his Hand. He tells Ned to put any personal vendettas aside because he cannot rule the kingdoms with the Starks and Lannisters fighting. Robert leaves for a hunt with Renly, Lancell, and captain of the Kingsguard, Ser Barristan. Ned is left in charge of affairs while he is away. While the king is gone, Ned takes action against Gregor “The Mountain” Clegane, known in the region as Tywin Lannister’s mad dog, for pillaging innocent villagers. He sends out notice of Clegane’s death sentence and summons Tywin to King’s Landing to answer for his actions. Joffrey makes peace with Sansa regarding the direwolf incident at his mother’s request and gives her a necklace. Sansa is once again swept up in the promises of becoming queen someday. Ned tells the girls that he is sending them home to Winterfell for their own safety and Sansa protests. She is upset and blurts out that she wants to have the prince’s blond haired babies someday. This clues Ned in to the piece of the puzzle he has been missing. He immediately goes to the lineage book and reads that all of the Baratheons have “hair of black” while all of the Lannisters are “golden haired.” Now he knows what the deadly secret is.


    At Winterfell, Bran has the dream about the crow and the crypt again. The custom saddle is made for him and he goes riding with Robb and Theon. Bran is attacked by Wildlings, but Robb and Theon rescue him, taking mercy on the female Wildling and bringing her back to the castle to work as a servant.


    In the Eryie, Tyrion is finally granted a trial and humorously admits to his lifelong wrongdoings, but pleads innocent of the current charges against him. He requests a trial by battle and the Lannister guard named Bronn successfully fights for him. Tyrion is released and he and Bronn set out on their way to the Lannister battle camp.


    Meanwhile, across the sea at Vaes Dothrak, the Dothraki temple city, Daenerys heats a dragon egg in the fire but is not burned when she picks it up. She eats a raw horse heart as part of a Dothraki ceremony and gains even more respect from her new people and husband. Later that night, Viserys threatens her and her baby’s lives in front of Drogo because he wants the crown that was promised him. Drogo agrees to give him his golden crown and pours molten gold over his head, killing him. Daenerys watches sternly and states that “He was no dragon. Fire cannot kill a dragon.”


    What We Learn


     Tywin Lannister is ordering Gregor Clegane to pillage villages in retaliation to Tyrion’s being held prisoner.


     The entire Baratheon family line has always had black hair and the Lannister line has had blonde hair.


     Joffrey is able to put on many faces as his mother does.


     Wildlings are fleeing The North and trying to get as far south as possible. This leaves us wondering what level of fear and doom is growing north of The Wall that would force the Wildlings to take such perilous risks.


     Tyrion finally claims his innocence in any wrongdoing against the Stark family. We still do not know whether or not to believe him.


     Daenerys embraces her new culture and newfound power as queen of the Dothraki people. We can feel her blossoming influence and are confident she will be a powerful force in episodes to come.


     Viserys turns out not to be the Last Dragon, of which Daenerys was already aware.


    


    Introducing . . . Keeper of The Vale


    Lysa Arryn is Cat’s sister and widow of Jon Arryn. She has been left to raise their young son, Robin, by herself. In fear for her son’s life, Lysa has fled to Jon’s home, The Eyrie, which is situated high in the mountains of The Vale. Cat has not seen her sister in many years and when she arrives with Tyrion at The Eyrie, it is apparent that Lysa has become somewhat delusional. Since her husband’s death, Lysa has been in charge of the Vale and is attempting to groom her son to take his father’s place as Head of the House. Robin is a sickly, sheltered boy who is learning to be neurotic like his mother. Cat arrives to a disturbing scene of Lysa nursing pre-adolescent Robin while expressing her anger at Cat for bringing Tyrion to her home because he is a member of the family that killed her husband. Lysa is aware of what the Lannisters are capable of getting away with and what they are willing to do to keep their power. We see a parallel in Lysa’s declining mental state to that of Mad King Aerys. Lysa and Robin are not interested in whether or not Tyrion is guilty in conspiring to kill Bran. They only want revenge for Jon Arryn’s death. Nonetheless, Lysa holds firm to the laws of the land and grants Tyrion a trial by fight in which he is victoriously represented by Bronn and is allowed to leave. Lysa is so obsessed with keeping her son safe that she refuses to help her sister when asked to join the battle for Ned and the Stark daughters. Cat realizes that her sister’s loyalties have changed and lie only in advancing her son safely to power. Lysa fails to realize that all her efforts will be futile if the Lannisters are allowed to rule the realm.

  


  
    Episode 7: You Win Or You Die


    At the beginning of this episode, we open to Tywin Lannister scolding Jaime after being informed of Ned’s summons. Tywin asks Jaime why Ned is still alive and proclaims that it is the family name that lives on, not personal glory or honor. He puts pressure on Jaime to become the man he is meant to be.


    At King’s Landing, Ned confronts the queen about her secret and naively tells her to leave with her children before he tells Robert. She has no shame in admitting to the truth about her children’s lineage and stands her ground against Ned. She reminds him that he had a chance to take the throne after the Mad King was killed, but didn’t. She states that there is no middle ground in the game of thrones. You win or you die. Robert returns from his hunt badly injured from a boar. He asks to speak to Ned alone and the queen tries to protest. We know why and she looks very nervous as she leaves the room. Robert has Ned dictate orders naming him Protector of the Realm until Joffrey is ready to take the throne. Ned writes “rightful heir” instead of Joffrey because he knows the truth of the situation. Ned leaves the room to find Varys hinting about the fact that Lancell Lannister was the one giving the king wine, adding fuel to the conspiracy fire. Next, Renly pulls Ned aside and conspires to have Ned name him king, but Ned refuses and sends word to Stannis Baratheon, the rightful heir, of his succession. Petyr Baelish suggests to Ned that he should make peace with the Lannisters and use his position as protector to gain personal power. At these final drastic moments several ulterior motives are revealed, none of them in accordance with what rightfully should happen. Ned learns of Robert’s death when he is summoned by King Joffrey to the throne room. He arranges to have the City Guard defend him and finds that Renly has fled the city with his lover, Ser Loras. Ned enters the throne room to find Joffrey already using his power to make new appointments to the royal court. Ned presents Robert’s decree placing him in charge. The queen rips it up and orders Ned’s arrest for treason. The City Guards turn on Ned, arrest him, and kill his men. Ned discovers that Baelish is the one who betrayed him.


    While all this is going on at the Capital, a horse returns to The Wall without its rider. It is Benjen’s horse. Jon is upset and wants to search for his uncle but is told no. Assignments are announced for the recruits who have been training and Jon is assigned as the personal steward to the commander. He is shocked and offended by this, but Sam helps him see the positive in the situation. We get another glimpse of Jon’s arrogance despite his having grown up as an outsider in his father’s household because of his status as a bastard. He and Sam go beyond The Wall to take their vows at a weirtree. As they finish their vows, becoming Men of the Night’s Watch, Jon’s direwolf comes out of a cave carrying a frozen hand in his mouth.


    On the Khal side of the story, Daenerys is at the market with Jorah. He leaves to see if there is any mail that has arrived for him and we learn that he has been given a full pardon for “services rendered to the king.” He then looks over to see Daenerys at a wine vendor. He arrives back at her side just in time to stop her from drinking poisoned wine. The vendor is captured by the Khal. Back at their camp, Drogo learns of the attempt on his queen’s life and becomes enraged with vengeance. He proclaims his intentions to cross the sea and conquer the kingdoms and the throne for his son.


    What We Learn


     Ned had talked Jaime out of taking the Iron Throne for himself after murdering King Aerys. Ned declined his chance at the throne as well.


     Lancell was purposely feeding Robert copious amounts of wine.


     Renly, who is conspiring to take the throne, has fled to Ser Loras’ homeland.


     Petyr Baelish admits he is still in love with Catelyn. He bears a large scar earned while challenging Brandon Stark to a duel for her honor back when she was arranged to marry Brandon.


     Baelish owns the City Guard and betrays Ned, not really a surprise to viewers.


     Jorah was commissioned by King Robert to kill Daenerys and Viserys in exchange for a full pardon, but he saves Daenerys after receiving his pardon before the deed was done. This leaves us to believe he is vying for the return of Targaryen reign. It also leaves us to wonder of his own internal struggles regarding the ability to return with honor as opposed to his growing belief in Daenerys.


    


    Introducing . . . The Twin Lovers


    Cersei and Jaime Lannister are twins and lovers. We see from the first episode that these two are scheming to cover up a secret. As we discover throughout the season, the secret is that all three of her children were sired by Jaime, not Robert. The two are willing to kill anybody who threatens to spill the truth, for this would soil the family reputation and ruin their opportunity to put pure Lannister blood on the throne.


    Cersei is politically minded, calculating, and paranoid. She puts on the façade of control, but inside she begins to unravel as her secret is discovered. Her quest is to stay in control no matter what. Cersei truly feels that she and Jaime belong together because they shared a womb. She defends her actions by pointing out that the Targaryens wed siblings for centuries to preserve the bloodline. She fails to realize, however, that this practice resulted in strains of lunacy throughout Targaryen generations. She keeps her distance from her younger brother, Tyrion, because she knows he sees her for who she really is. They share the same manipulative qualities and Cersei is threatened by Tyrion’s planning abilities. Her marriage to Robert, although arranged, was a happy event for her at first. Upon realizing that she could not compete with Lyanna’s ghost for Robert’s affection, she moves forward with her personal agenda. Their firstborn son, with black hair, suddenly died of a “fever.” After discovering the truth about her other children, viewers cannot help but think the “fever” was the same one Jon Arryn suffered from. Advancing the Lannister family name is her main concern and she is willing to do whatever it takes to make that happen.


    Jaime does not appear to have an agenda of his own beyond being used as a tool by his father and sister. As a member of Aerys’ Kingsguard, he murdered the Mad King but was not punished, and is known throughout the realm as the “Kingslayer.” He is first and foremost a soldier and does not particularly care for the political game in which the rest of his family is engaged. He understands the game of thrones is a game of power, and although willing to enjoy the benefits of that power, does not want direct involvement in the game. Jaime depends on Cersei because she accepts him the way he is. His relationship with Tyrion is lighthearted and warm and he has always looked out for his little brother. At first, Jaime seems just as evil as his sister, but as the story progresses we see he is more of a pawn in the Lannister conquest for power and is somewhat powerless himself. He is more likely to act on instinct than calculated moves, contrary to the rest of his family. Jaime is known for his swordsmanship and has a reputation of defeating his foes. Serving as a member of the Kingsguard for two kings, he always seems to be on the inside track of what is going on. He harbors a deep resentment for Robert because of the way he treats his sister and looks down upon anyone not wielding the Lannister name. Jaime operates under a personal code of morals, as do other characters, but his code is based more on what his family will find acceptable. As long as he has his orders, he will do what it takes to handle a situation. It is when he has to start making decisions for himself that we might begin to see some inner turmoil with Jaime.

  


  
    Episode 8: The Pointy End


    After the cliffhanger of “You Win or You Die,” we return to a scene of Arya at her “dancing” lesson. Little does she know, fighting has broken out around the castle and her father has been arrested. Lannister men interrupt the lesson and the teacher fights the guards so Arya is able to escape. She finds her sword, Needle, in her trunk outside and ends up using it on a boy trying to take her captive. Meanwhile, Ned is visited in the dungeon by Varys and learns that all of his men are dead. Varys also shares the news that Cat no longer holds Tyrion, voiding any leverage Ned may have had for release. When asked what he was thinking when he confronted the queen about her secret, he replies that he was acting out of mercy for her children. Ned still had not realized that even though Robert sat on the throne, he was not the one in control.


    Sansa is coerced into writing a letter to Robb telling him to pledge his alliance to Joffrey in order to save their father. This does not set well with Robb and he calls upon the allegiance of the banners for aid in combating the situation. A dinner is held with all of the banner leaders and we get a glimpse of Robb being a man in charge, commanding respect from those around him. He says his goodbyes to Bran who, unlike youngest brother Rickon, is hopeful of a Stark victory and their father’s return home. Robb leaves that night with his war party.


    Upon leaving The Vale, Cat pleads to her sister for help in the fight and is denied any assistance. She arrives at Robb’s war camp and they discuss the situation. Cat is worried about her daughters because the Targaryen children had been butchered in their sleep on orders from Tywin Lannister after the Mad King Aerys was killed. A spy is discovered at their camp that night and again we see the kind of man Robb has chosen to be. He lets the spy go partly for mercy and mostly for strategy in the fight against the Lannisters.


    In The North at The Wall, the bodies of the missing men are brought back to the castle for examination. Benjen is still missing. News arrives by raven of the events at King’s Landing and of Ned’s arrest for treason. Jon is torn between his new loyalties to The Watch and the desire to help his family save their father. Later that night, Jon’s direwolf alerts him to trouble and Jon saves the commander from being murdered by one of the dead bodies that had come back to life. They realize burning the bodies that have been touched by the White Walkers is the only way to stop the magic and the rest of the bodies are burned.


    Daenerys makes fateful decisions and uses her newfound power to stop the Khal’s actions during the plundering of a village. She upsets the warriors, but Drogo stands behind her actions and is challenged to a fight. He gets injured during the altercation and Daenerys pleads to him to have a healer clean the wound. She insists that the priestess she saved from the warriors tend to him, despite protests from the Khal men.


    On their journey home, Tyrion and Bronn encounter Wildlings in the woods and are saved only by Tyrion’s quick wit and promises of riches and glory. They continue their trek with their newly joined forces in tow. Upon arriving at his father’s war camp, Tyrion introduces the various clan leaders to Tywin and announces their intent to fight for an expected reward.


    Back at King’s Landing Joffrey is busy making appointments to suit his reign. He appoints his grandfather, Tywin Lannister, as his Hand. He then dismisses Ser Barristan as captain of the Kingsguard and replaces him with Jaime. Ser Barristan is offended by this decision but it makes no difference to the Queen. These two decisions were not surprising, as they are meant to publicly and legally give the Lannisters complete control of the realm. The episode closes with Sansa pleading for her father’s life and promising that he will recognize Joffrey as the rightful king.


    What We Learn


     Ned actually thought he had the upper hand in confronting Cersei. It is frustrating to watch him carry on with his code of honor without considering what the game players are capable of. He continually fails to realize that he is the only one at the Capital guided by truth.


     Dead bodies can come back to life if touched by the White Walkers. Burning the bodies is the only way to kill the magic.


     Daenerys exercises her power over Drogo and the Khal to stop the plundering she does not agree with, but naively trusts a healer of the plundered village to tend to her husband’s wound. Without understanding how vengeful this woman is towards the Dothraki, she wrongly assumes this woman is grateful to her for stopping the pillage and rape.


     Tyrion is a man true to his word, making him gain status as a trustworthy character although we are still unsure of his motives.


     The Lannisters are maneuvering themselves to have total control of the realm.


    


    Introducing . . . The Imp


    Besides serving as the comedic crutch in the script, Tyrion Lannister proves to be a dynamic character. He is the last son born to Tywin and Joanna Lannister and is a dwarf. His mother died giving birth to him and his father and sister resent him for that. He is known by the derogatory nickname “The Imp” throughout the realm. Tyrion is extremely intelligent and plays on people’s expectations of his stature. Not a warrior, he survives on his wit and charm to get him out of bad situations. Tyrion has an uncanny understanding of human nature and uses this to his advantage. He is known to be a lover of drink and whores and like others in the story, operates under his own code of conduct. Tyrion may have many personality faults, but is not a liar. He often finds himself having to be the good bad guy or the bad good guy. He is close with his brother Jaime because of the experiences they have shared together, but is kept at a distance by his sister, Cersei, because he sees her for who she really is. Tyrion relates to Jon Snow because he understands his status as an outsider. It is hard to tell yet what Tyrion’s motives and intentions are. In this first season he has a reputation for doing the right thing in a situation, despite loyalties or personal consequences, as when he saves Cat’s life after she takes him captive and when he accepts his father’s orders to fight at the vanguard with the Wildlings.


    Tyrion Lannister seems more interested in enjoying the spoils of his family’s wealth and status than being involved in their political games; however, he claims to have strong family loyalties and is keen and manipulative. It is difficult to tell what Tyrion’s decision might be when faced with choosing between his own morals and family duties.

  


  
    Episode 9: Baelor


    We open with Varys visiting Ned in the dungeon again. Varys explains his motives and loyalties, claiming he is an advocate of the entire realm and that peace is more important than truth in this current situation. Ned defiantly responds that all he has left is his honor and he will not betray that. Varys twists the knife when he questions the value of his daughters’ lives as he walks out the door, emotionally wounding Ned more than he was ready for.


    Robb’s army is at a standstill at The Twins, a pair of fortified castles with a bridge spanning the Green Fork River controlled by Lord Walder Frey. After some discussion, Cat volunteers to speak with Lord Frey and call upon favors owed her father for permission to cross. Walder holds a grudge against the Tully family for not choosing to marry any of his children and taking them off of his hands. A deal is made by Cat so that they are able to move forward in their quest. Robb must agree to take on a certain one of Lord Frey’s sons as a squire with a promise of knighthood and must also choose amongst his daughters for a wife. Arya is promised as a wife to Frey’s young son when they come of age. Robb takes on the responsibility of the deal, confirming his Stark manhood and willingness to make sacrifices for the benefit of the cause at hand.


    At The Wall, the commander gives Jon a specially made sword that had belonged to his son, Jorah, who had betrayed him some time ago. Sam repeats to Jon the news he hears of his brother Robb moving against the Lannisters. This turns up the heat on Jon’s issue of conflicting responsibilities. The old blind man shares with Jon his experience of having the same feelings. It is revealed that he is Aemon Targaryen, the Mad King’s uncle. He sadly recalls the tragedies that took place after his nephew’s death, and the sorrow he felt for not being able to do anything about it.


    Across the Narrow Sea, Daenerys’ drama intensifies. Drogo has fallen ill because of his festering wound that the priestess supposedly cleaned. Daenerys allows the priestess to perform black magic to heal him and is challenged by one of the warriors because this practice is forbidden by the Khal. Jorah fights off the man and kills him. Daenerys is shunned by the majority of the Khal and they leave her and Drogo to fend for themselves. Daenerys goes into labor during this whole ordeal and is taken into the tent where the priestess is performing her ritual on Drogo.


    While at his father’s war camp, Tyrion learns that he is to fight at the van guard, or front of the battle line, with his Wildling comrades. He is taken aback by this but has no choice but to accept it and tries to hide his shock and fear with a brave face. Tyrion next meets a whore named Shae who he takes a liking to and hires as his personal consort. The two and Bronn are drinking in Tyrion’s tent that night, eve of the battle, and Tyrion tells of his first love, who turned out to be a whore his brother had hired to take his virginity. The next morning, Bronn wakes Tyrion out of a sound sleep and he is thrust into battle ready mode. Tyrion rallies his Wildling troops and then accidentally gets knocked out on the way out of the camp. He awakens still at home base to hear news of their victory and learns that the fight was a distraction orchestrated by Robb, who ends up capturing Jaime and taking him prisoner.


    The episode ends with Ned being taken to the Sept of Baelor for his confession. Arya has been on the loose this whole time evading detection. Following the crowd to where her father is, she climbs a statue base and perches at the legs of the stone figure to get above the crowd. Ned sees her as he is being hauled to the front of the mob. As he passes by Yoren, the Night’s Watchman who had told him the news of Cat capturing Tyrion, he urgently says, “Baelor, Baelor!” and nods his head towards the statue. Yoren sees Arya and knows what Ned wants. Ned is dragged to the platform above the crowd and confesses to conspiracy against Joffrey and recognizes him as the true and rightful heir to the throne. Despite pleas from Sansa and suggestions from his mother, Joffrey orders Ned to be executed. In accepting defeat, Ned looks for Arya and is reassured when he does not see her. Yoren had found her and was protecting her. The sword is swung and the screen goes black. To be noted: the man who passed the sentence did not swing the sword.


    What We Learn


     The allegiances of the eunuch, Varys, lie with what he feels is good for the entire realm, not with one particular king or lord. We wonder how influential he has been in orchestrating past events in the Capital.


     Robb is willing to do whatever it takes for his family’s cause by agreeing to Lord Frey’s marriage arrangements and gains more respect from those fighting for him. This is also a well-placed humorous moment in the plot.


     Jorah is Commander Mormont’s son.


     The old blind man at The Wall is Aemon Targaryen, Mad King Aerys’ uncle.


     Tyrion has been deeply scarred by the awful experience of his first love, yet seems to be vulnerable of making the same mistake by falling in love with Shae.


     Ned is willing to betray his personal honor for the safety of his daughters. Some of us may have even been a little disappointed that the one time he breaks his code of honor, although for an understandable reason, it is to no avail. However, had he stood his ground and declared the truth, his entire family would have been branded traitors and killed. As such, Ned still keeps his honor since violating his code is likely worse than death for Ned and a form of self-sacrifice for his family.


    


    


    Introducing . . . The Imposter Prince


    Even a person without sight can see through Joffrey (Lannister) Baratheon. For all intents and purposes, this spoiled, quick-tempered, arrogant prince is the eldest son of Robert and Cersei Baratheon. As we discover throughout the season, unbeknownst to him, he is in actuality Jaime’s son, but as long as this is kept secret, he has a place on the throne. Not having much of a father figure from either man, Joffrey has been groomed for leadership by his mother, who does not realize until too late the monster she had a hand in creating. In fact, his closest male role model is his bodyguard, “The Hound,” whose nickname perfectly exemplifies his personality. Joffrey is cruel and driven by a desire to be worshipped. The only person he is able to fool is Sansa, and only because she is so intrigued by the promise of becoming queen. We first learn that he is a liar, a coward, and extremely immature when he twists the truth about being attacked by Arya’s wolf without any care of what will happen to everyone involved. As a result, Sansa’s wolf and the butcher’s son are killed. When his mother tends to his wound and is asking him questions about how he will rule, we see that he intends to be a cruel tyrant, much like the Mad King Aerys. Knowing he is the result of incest implies that he might have a strain of madness that will become apparent when he is given power. He does not possess the ability to consider the consequences for his actions and only wants to be feared by everyone. Despite Sansa’s pleas and his mother’s advice to show Ned mercy, he still has Ned beheaded as an example of what happens to traitors. He does not stop to think that this action will bring war upon the kingdom. He thinks the crown makes him untouchable. Viewers can only hope his reign does not last long.


    

  


  
    Episode 10: Fire and Blood


    We pick up right where we had left with Ned’s head rolling and the sword dripping blood. Yoren immediately gets Arya out of the crowd and out of sight. He begins to cut her hair short and keeps calling her boy. She protests, but then realizes who Yoren is and that he is only protecting her. She ends up as the orphan boy Arry in the group of recruits being taken to The Wall. Some of the bigger boys bully her, but Robert’s first bastard son, Gendry, comes to her aid. He says his master got tired of him and let him go so he is choosing a life at The Wall because there is nowhere else for him.


    At The Wall, Jon attempts to desert at night, but his new brothers of the Night’s Watch stop him and change his mind. The next morning, the leaders of The Watchmen gather a force to go beyond The Wall to search for Benjen and signs of awakened terrors. Jon is asked to ride with the troop, getting the responsibility and honor he originally wanted.


    We find Bran dreaming again about the crow and the crypt. The Wildling servant girl carries him into the crypt to reassure him that his father is not there as in the dream. He tells her the story of what happened to his aunt, Lyanna, and how Robert started a war to get her back after Rhaegar Targaryen kidnapped her. Suddenly a direwolf comes at them and Bran’s little brother, Rickon, comes out of the shadows. We learn that he and Bran have been having the same dream and Rickon insists that it is true. As they exit the crypt and the servant girl attempts to calm them down, they are intercepted with the news of Ned’s death.


    Cat and Robb receive the news about Ned and they both grieve and plot revenge. That night Robb announces his attack plans to the banner leaders and is declared King in the North by his bannermen. Theon swears his allegiance to Robb.


    In King’s Landing, Joffrey orders a bard’s tongue cut out after being insulted by a humorous song about him that the bard was playing in taverns. He then takes Sansa and makes her stare at her father’s head on a stake, along with others she knew. Somewhere in all this, it is revealed to us that Cersei has a naked Lancell in her private chambers. He is difficult to identify at first without the silly squire outfit he donned while serving Robert. We also encounter Maester Pycelle in his private chambers talking away to Ros, the red-haired prostitute, about his 67 years of service to the various kings. We learn that Aerys, the Mad King, had dreams of fire and blood that drove him mad. After Ros leaves, the old man gets up off the bed, stretches, and cracks some joints, nimble as can be. He dresses and then assumes his bent stature again just before leaving his room. In the throne room, Baelish and Varys exchange polite insults and question each other’s motives before being interrupted by Joffrey. At the Lannister battle camp, Tywin considers his war options now that peace is out of the question due to Joffrey’s actions. He names Tyrion Hand of the King in his place and sends him to King’s Landing to try to straighten out his sister and nephew.


    Daenerys awakens to discover that her son is dead, her husband is comatose, and the priestess had ulterior motives and had intended them harm. Her baby is described as having been deformed and scaled. Without hope that Drogo will wake up, Daenerys smothers him with a pillow. Before lighting Drogo’s funeral pyre, Daenerys frees the slaves and welcomes them to stay as equals. She has the dragon eggs placed on the platform with Drogo. Jorah expresses his fear that Daenerys might jump into the fire to kill herself. She does not deny her intent to go into the fire and calmly tells him to not be afraid. She has the priestess tied to the pyre and lights the fire. Then, as expected, she walks into the fire. The closing scene of the first season opens with Jorah and the remaining Khal waking up the next morning. In the midst of the ashy, smoldering pyre is an unharmed, sooty Daenerys. As she stands erect, three baby dragons clutch on to her and triumphantly squawk.


    What We Learn


     Robert’s bastard son was relieved of his services to the armorer, most likely on royal orders.


     Bran and Rickon have been experiencing the same ominous dream, leaving us to wonder if they will be able to harness this spiritual connection for the family’s benefit in the future.


     Cersei has been sleeping with Lancell. We can only guess at how long this has been going on and further illustrates the fatal flaws within Cersei.


     Grand Maester Pycelle is not who he appears to be and we are left to ponder how deep his deception reaches and if he will make his own bid for either power or simply to maintain his role at the Capital. Given his age compared to the other players in the game, he is likely more cunning then we are led to believe.


     Tywin Lannister is displeased with Cersei and Joffrey’s actions.


     The priestess purposefully did harm to Drogo out of spite for the damages done to her people.


     Daenerys is the true dragon queen and now has three dragons at her command. Will she exact her vengeance on the realm with these dragons and conquer the iron throne under Targaryen rule once more?


    


    Introducing . . . The Behind-the-Scenes Crew


    Upon close scrutiny, the King’s council is the most obvious body of evidence that Robert is either too trusting, or a very bad judge of character. Whichever the case, each of these traits translates into a death sentence for anyone trying to survive the political turmoil encompassing the Iron Throne. Robert surrounds himself with dirty politicians, each vying to secure their own agendas. The King’s Council consists of appointed delegates tasked with keeping the king informed on all aspects of the kingdom in order to guide his governing decisions. King Robert’s Council is comprised of brothel owner Petyr “Littlefinger” Baelish, secretly homosexual little brother Renly Baratheon, eunuch Varys, and deceitful old man Grand Maester Pycelle. The highest position of council, Hand of the King, had been occupied for the past seventeen years by Jon Arryn, who met an untimely demise upon discovering hidden truths about Queen Cersei. Ned steps in to fill the position, and he also loses his life for uncovering the truth.


    Baelish serves as Maester of Coin, or treasurer, on the King’s Council. He has his hand in everything and employs spies throughout King’s Landing. He and Varys are constantly trying to outwit one another and prove who knows more secrets. Petyr is called Littlefinger on account of his coming from a poor family in an area known as The Fingers located in The Vale. He and Cat grew up together and he has been in love with her ever since. When Catelyn was originally betrothed to Brandon Stark, Littlefinger challenged him for Cat and lost, forever physically and emotionally scarred from the defeat. He takes a special interest in Cat’s daughter Sansa partly because she reminds him of a young Cat. Baelish fools Ned into thinking he can be trusted by promising Cat his help. He tells them that the knife used in an attempt on Bran’s life belonged to Tyrion Lannister. This sets off an entire chain of events that ultimately leads to Ned being attacked by Jaime and severely injured. Viewers cannot help but suspect that Baelish lied about the knife as part of a scheme to get Ned out of the way so he could have Cat to himself. He betrays Ned when the time comes to uncover the truth about Joffrey, leading to Ned’s arrest and death. Littlefinger is a schemer, a dreamer, and a double-crosser who is always out for himself. He carries a sense of pride about never allowing himself to be bested by anyone, even wearing his nickname as a badge of honor. A man such as this thrives in times of unrest and chaos because he is able to benefit from playing many sides at once. Not wanting the throne for himself, he ensures that he gets his way whoever sits upon it. Motivated by personal gain and an obsession with Catelyn, Petyr Baelish holds many pieces to the game board.


    Renly Baratheon is Robert’s youngest brother and second to his older brother Stannis on the list as rightful heir to the throne. Liked by most everyone, Renly is Lord of Storm’s End, a stronghold given him to rule by Robert. The audience discovers his love affair with Ser Loras Tyrell, or Knight of the Flowers, and their desire to have the throne. Loras convinces Renly that he will be a kind king and that everyone already adores him. He promises the monetary and strategic support of his father as well. Renly later tries to persuade Ned to pronounce him King when Robert dies because Stannis, the soldier, would not make a good king. Renly serves as Maester of Laws on the council and is not seen taking a stand on much of anything. Renly deserts King’s Landing with Ser Loras and an entourage before Ned is able to publicly confront Cersei with the truth as to the rightful heir.


    Another interesting choice for council is the eunuch named Varys. Although not of Robert’s appointing, Varys fulfills the position of Maester of Whisperers, one he assumed under Mad King Aerys’ reign; a job most likely suggested by Varys knowing the Mad King was growing increasingly paranoid about his perceived enemies. He basically serves as official royal spy and Robert has chosen to keep this person as a part of his council. Much like Littlefinger, Varys has a hand in just about everything and is privy to rare knowledge because of his many allegiances. He uses this inside track to secure his comforts and maneuver a safe position in the game. He also has a nickname, The Spyder, and wears his disadvantages as a protective shield. He is known to move about using the Red Keep’s secret passageways, knowledge of which was assumed to be lost. At one point he is seen conspiring with Illyrio Mopatis of Pentos about Ned having uncovered the queen’s secret. Hints are made about a fight between the lion (Lannister) and the wolf (Stark). Varys is also the only person seen visiting Ned while he is imprisoned in the dungeons. He has the ability to help Ned escape, but will not do it because he claims to be an agent of the realm. Despite knowing Cersei’s secret, he feels Ned’s death will keep the peace that he wants. Originally born in Essos, not much else is known of Varys’ life or true allegiances.


    The final council member is Grand Maester Pycelle, a seemingly forgetful, bent old man who serves as counselor to the King and healer to the King’s family. In other words, he is the only man responsible for administering medicines to the king and royal court. He has served in this position for 67 years under four different kings. This experience has made Pycelle a shrewd politician, enabled him to secure his position, and helped him avoid suspicion of foul play. The audience finds out at the end of the season that he is playing on his age and only fakes being forgetful and crouched. The question remains as to what his motives may be.


    Illyrio Mopatis is the wealthy merchant from Pentos that served as the Targaryen siblings’ benefactor and helped arrange the Dothraki marriage. He gifts three fossilized dragon eggs to Daenerys at her wedding ceremony. Throughout the first season, it is discovered that Illyrio Mopatis has been communicating news regarding Daenerys to Varys of the King’s Council. They also speak about Cersei’s secret while Arya is hidden in the dragon’s skulls contained in the dungeons. Both men hail from Essos. Motives behind his willingness to put the Targaryens on the throne include securing trade agreements with Westeros and eradicating the need to pay tribute to the Dothraki in order to avoid pillage.


    


    

  


  
    Family History/Current Game Position


    Stark


    Descended from the First Men from the Age of Heroes, The Stark family has ruled over the northern territories since the first King of The North, Brandon Stark, built its stronghold and erected The Wall to protect the realm just after The Long Night. The Stark reign as Kings only ended a few centuries ago when Aegon the Conqueror (Targaryen) took control of the realm by terrorizing its regions with dragons.


    Ned Stark grew up at Winterfell with two brothers and one sister. One of his brothers, Benjen, serves as a ranger of the Night’s Watch at Castle Black, forsaking any ties to family name. His sister Lyanna was betrothed to Robert Baratheon, Ned’s close friend, until Prince Rhaegar Targaryen kidnapped her. Ned’s father and older brother, Brandon, went to Rhaegar’s father, King Aerys (Mad King,) to arrange her return. King Aerys instead ordered them to be burned alive and Lyanna died at the hands of Rhaegar. These actions compelled Ned to join Robert in war against the Targaryens. Robert succeeded in avenging Lyanna by killing Rhaegar, who would have been next in line for the throne after his father, Aerys. Robert took the throne after King Aerys was murdered by Jaime Lannister, a member of Aerys’ Kingsguard. Once Robert was in power, he gifted Ned Winterfell and stationed him as Guardian of The North.


    Ned and his wife Catelyn have five Stark children together. All the Stark children, including Ned’s bastard son, Jon, have a strong connection with their pet direwolves, the House sigil. The younger boys, Bran and Rickon, seem to be sensitive to receiving ominous messages in their dreams. By season’s end, Ned has been executed by Joffrey. Cat travels with the eldest Stark son, Robb, who is elected King in the North after leading a successful raid against the Lannisters. The eldest Stark daughter, Sansa, was betrothed to Prince Joffrey in an arrangement made by Robert before his death to unite the Baratheon and Stark Houses. She is obliged to remain at King’s Landing after Ned’s death. The younger daughter, Arya, is forced to hide disguised as a boy for her own safety after her father’s death and is traveling with a group headed for The Wall. The two younger boys remain at Winterfell as the only Stark representatives at home.


    Baratheon


    The Baratheons took hold of a fortress in the Stormlands called Storm’s End, the oldest stronghold in Westeros, during Aegon’s conquest. The Stormlands is an area originally ruled by the Storm Kings from the Age of Heroes. Orys Baratheon, rumored to have been Aegon the Conqueror’s bastard brother, defeated Argillac the Arrogant, thus ending the line of Storm Kings and securing the Stormlands for the Targaryens. When Robert usurped the throne, he gave control of Storm’s End to his youngest brother, Renly, and gave Dragonstone, the Targaryen ancestral home, to his soldier brother, Stannis. Renly finds allegiance with House Tyrell of Highgarden from where his lover, Ser Loras Tyrell, hails. Robert dies from a wound suffered during a hunt, unaware that the three Baratheon children are not of his blood. Aside from the many bastard children Robert fathered, his royal bloodline died with him. Both of his brothers are preparing to fight against the Lannisters for the throne. Stannis is the rightful heir and Renly has been convinced by House Tyrell that he should be king.


    Lannister


    In any power struggle, there needs to be a wealthy family with influence over everything. In this story, the Lannisters are it. Their vast wealth stems from the numerous gold and silver mines contained within their territory called the Westerlands. According to folklore, a celebrated trickster known as Lann the Clever swindled the castle stronghold out of the Casterly grip, thus beginning the Lannister reign of the Westerlands. It appears that swindling is an ancestral Lannister family trait.


    At the head of the Lannister family is Tywin Lannister, who served as Hand of King Aerys for twenty years before resigning his position just before Robert’s rebellion and take over. He and his wife Joanna had three children: twin siblings, Cersei and Jaime, and youngest son, a dwarf named Tyrion, whom their mother gave her life birthing. The Lannisters’ main concern is protecting their family name and ensuring its legacy. After Jaime murdered King Aerys, Tywin ordered the death of all the remaining Targaryens, including the children. He arranged a marriage between his daughter Cersei and newly crowned king, Robert Baratheon. Jaime Lannister has served as a member of the Kingsguard for both Aerys and Robert. Cersei has three children sired by Jaime, a secret to which only a dead and quiet few are privy. Robert and most others think the children are his, making the eldest, Joffrey, heir to the Iron Throne. This means that Lannister blood will be ruling under Baratheon name, which is exactly what has been happening since Robert took the throne.


    At the end of the season when Joffrey inherits the throne, he appoints his grandfather, Tywin, as his Hand and promotes Jaime to captain of the Kingsguard. Executing Ned on charges of treason starts war with Robb Stark and his allegiances from The North. Cersei struggles to maintain composure. Tywin sends Tyrion to King’s Landing to substitute in his place as Joffrey’s Hand since Tywin must remain on the battlefield. He instructs Tyrion to get Cersei and Joffrey under control because they are interfering with his power strategies and have started an irrefutable and unnecessary war.


    


    Targaryen


    The Targaryens, although only one in the active bloodline now remains, were once a powerful House that occupied the King’s Landing region known as Dragonstone. It is said to be an active volcano island settled by the Valyrians of Old who built its dragon-shaped keep with magic. The Targaryens are the only surviving family of Old Valyria and were known to marry siblings to better preserve their pure dragon bloodline. Three hundred years ago, Aegon Targaryen used fiery dragons to submit six of the seven then separate kingdoms into one under his reign of terror. He erected King’s Landing, the Capital of Westeros, and with dragon’s fire forged the Iron Throne out of swords belonging to his vanquished foes. Aegon’s brother, Aemon, joined the Night’s Watch and Aegon’s son, Aerys, succeeded the throne. Aerys and his sister-wife Rhaella had three children: Rhaegar, Viserys, and Daenerys. King Aerys became increasingly paranoid about his enemies and lost his mind, so much so that people refer to him as The Mad King. Rhaegar, Aerys’ eldest son, was killed by Robert Baratheon in an act of vengeance for Robert’s beloved, Lyanna Stark. Aerys was then killed by a member of his Kingsguard, Jaime Lannister, after unjustly executing Rickard and Brandon Stark. Robert took the throne, thus ending the Targaryen reign. The rest of the Targaryen family was killed on orders from Tywin Lannister, an event sadly recalled by Aemon during a conversation with Jon Snow. Viserys and Daenerys were aided in escape to Essos to grow up in secret exile. Currently, Viserys has been killed by the Dothraki for threatening to kill their queen and her unborn baby. Daenerys has realized her true identity as the Last Dragon and has hatched her three dragon eggs.


    


    Arryn


    The Arryn family is descended from the first Andal invaders who crossed the Narrow Sea and took much of Westeros from the First Men. Artys Arryn, who defeated the Griffin King and took control of the area known as The Vale, built The Eyrie, a mountain stronghold situated on the highest peak of the Mountains of the Moon. Jon Arryn, who served as Hand of King Robert for seventeen years, met an untimely death for discovering the true bloodline of the three Baratheon children. Cat’s sister, Lysa Tully, was married to Jon Arryn. Lysa took their son, Robin, to be raised in Jon’s homeland after his death. Robin is heir to the lordship over The Vale. With the knowledge that the Lannisters poisoned her husband, Lysa lives in paranoid fear for her and her son. She ends up refusing to help Cat in the fight for Ned’s release because of her concern for Robin’s safety.


    Tully


    Although a noble family, The Tullys do not descend from ancient kings. Ned’s wife, Catelyn Tully, grew up at the Riverlands stronghold named Riverrun. Cat was originally going to marry Ned’s brother, Brandon, in an attempt to unite their two Houses. When Brandon was executed, she fulfilled her duty by marrying Ned, the only remaining heir of the Stark family. Cat has a younger sister named Lysa who was married to Jon Arryn, The Hand of King Robert. The end of the season finds Cat working with Robb to rescue Sansa and Arya and to avenge Ned’s death without aid from her sister.


    Greyjoy


    The Greyjoys are another lording family of a part of The Riverlands referred to as The Iron Islands. For the past three centuries, the Greyjoys have resided on the main island named Pyke. Although these “Ironmen” are sworn to protect the throne, they live independently from the laws of the mainland. They worship their own deity and conduct their own business. The Greyjoys attempted a failed revolt against the throne just after Robert took his position as king. This event led to Theon Greyjoy becoming a ward of Ned Stark at the age of eight. By season’s end, Robb is elected King in the North and Theon pledges his loyalty to Robb, forsaking any ties to the Greyjoy family.


    Frey


    Lord Walder Frey is a third controlling factor in the Riverlands. He maintains lordship over a pair of identical, fortified castles called The Twins that sit on either side of the Green Fork. Lord Frey has prospered on tolls charged to people needing to cross the bridge spanning the river. A man with allegiance to a profit, Lord Frey will help whichever side is willing to pay the toll. He was a friend of Cat’s father and has been married several times and has many children, some already old men themselves. Unable to unburden himself of numerous offspring through marriage agreements, Cat Stark was forced to concede to marriage arrangements for Robb and Arya in order to barter passage over the bridge when their forces needed to keep moving.


    Dothraki


    The nomadic Dothraki occupy the entire middle grasslands of Essos, which contain their ancient temple city Vaes Dothrak where widowed wives of past Khal live as priestesses. The Dothraki are a warrior tribe of horse lords with their own language, culture, and legends. They have never crossed the Narrow Sea and do not take interest in the politics of Westeros. The Dothraki frequently attack neighboring villages for sport, supplies, and slaves. Their leader and most powerful warrior, Drogo, takes Daenerys Targaryen as his queen. He falls ill from a wound suffered during a fight and because Daenerys allows forbidden black magic to be performed on him, the rest of the tribe choose a new king and abandon them. Daenerys kills Drogo in an act of mercy because he winds up comatose after the ritual. After hatching her dragon eggs in Drogo’s funeral pyre, a small group of slaves and loyal Khal remain and look to her as their leader. Despite receiving a royal pardon to carry out execution of Daenerys, Jorah Mormont chooses to continue serving her after the dragons hatch. The Targaryen threat is still present despite royal attempts to end it.


    


    

  


  
    Symbolism


    The number three has a strong presence in the Targaryen family line. First, Aegon the Conqueror uses three dragons to gain dominion over the six (a multiple of three) of the seven kingdoms. Daenerys is given three dragon eggs, which hatch into baby dragons by season’s end. When Aegon and his two sister-wives built King’s Landing, they separated it into three different hills, one for each of them. The Targaryen reign lasts three hundred years and there ends up being three dragon rulers, Aegon, Aerys, and Daenerys. Aerys also had two sister-wives and had three children with one of them: Rhaegar, Viserys, and Daenerys. In addition, the house sigil is a three-headed dragon.


    The Stark House sigil is a direwolf, an animal that once flourished in The North. There are rumored to be only five remaining south of The Wall. When the Stark males found a mangled direwolf in the woods, she had left behind six pups, one for each of the Stark children, including the bastard Jon Snow. This finding foreshadowed Ned’s death and his children being left to fend for themselves. There was further connection implied between the Starks and the direwolves when Bran woke from his coma in Winterfell at the same moment that Sansa’s wolf was killed by Ned. Sansa was the only Stark child to lose her direwolf; an event mirroring her fate at King’s Landing, for arrangements had been made for her to give up her Stark name by marrying Joffrey. Arya forced her direwolf to run away after it injured Joffrey, an action that parallels Arya’s fate by season’s end when she is forced to don a disguise and escape to The Wall for safety. Jon Snow’s direwolf is all white, symbolizing his bastard surname. Also, he named his pet Ghost, a representation of having grown up as an outsider in the Stark family.


    


    Ravens are used in the kingdom to send news among the realms. Old Nan, the old nurse maid who tends to Bran, told him that ravens are not to be trusted. Bran and Rickon dream of following a three-eyed raven into the Stark family crypt, an ominous message foreshadowing Ned’s death. If ravens are not to be trusted, why are they used to share important news and why does the ominous dream come true?


    


    Throughout the series there are references made to long winters and summers spanning periods of consecutive years. It is said many times by various characters that “winter is coming,” a statement that implies trouble and hard times in the near future. Those Arya’s age and younger are referred to as summer children because they have yet to experience a true winter. Those in the older generations have had to endure periods of harsh weather and harsher predators referred to as “winter”. Now this young generation will experience what their elders already have in the upcoming winter.


    


    The shape in which the dismembered bodies were arranged in the beginning of the first episode was a circle with a line down the middle. This shape does not turn up in the rest of the season, but is most likely significant further on in the story. The creatures responsible for the massacre, White Walkers, have been hibernating for thousands of years. This symbol might relate to something from the time when they first terrorized the realm.


    


    


    

  


  
    Parallel Circumstances


    


    With so many dynamic characters it is interesting to note certain parallels that exist among them. For instance, Viserys, Joffrey, and Robin Arryn all have absentee father figures and all three males are arrogant, short-tempered, and cruel. While Joffrey and Robin are raised by their paranoid, overbearing mothers, Viserys is left to fend for himself and forced to care for his younger sister. Viserys grew up without a father or mother, Joffrey was unaware of his true father’s identity and largely ignored by Robert, and Robin lost his father in a Lannister murder scheme.


    The eunuch Varys and the men of the Night’s Watch also show similarities. Varys swears to be an agent of the realm and will align events to ensure the peace of the kingdom, even if that means hiding the truth. He is a eunuch, so naturally is celibate and has no claim to any family of his own. The Night’s Watchmen are expected to remain celibate after taking their vows and forsake any possibility of continuing their bloodline. While the Night’s Watch live in a dangerous, bleak climate, Varys also lives in a dangerous political climate, always having to watch his back and carefully plan his maneuvers. The Night’s Watch is the first line of defense against any trouble beyond The Wall and Varys serves in this position for the king. His title is Maester of Whisperers, or official royal spy, so he is most likely the first to know of any dangerous intentions toward the king.


    Ned’s older brother, Brandon, and their father are unexpectedly executed by the unjust Mad King Aerys, forcing Ned to handle the responsibilities of taking his father’s place; a position in which he was not groomed because his older brother was heir to Winterfell. Ned’s son Robb suffers a similar fate when Ned is unexpectedly executed by an unjust king, Joffrey, leaving Robb to take on the head of House responsibilities sooner than anticipated.


    Cersei and Jaime Lannister are involved in an incestuous relationship that has resulted in offspring. They are practicing the same bloodline preservation that the Targaryens had used for centuries. The only difference is that the Targaryens used this technique in successive generations, resulting in strains of madness to occur within the family.


    The Dothraki tribesmen and the Targaryens share similar qualities in that they both believe that violence equals power. The Dothraki men do not cut their hair until defeated by a challenger, so the long hair of certain men symbolizes their warrior skills. If one wants to be king, he simply needs to fight for the throne and win. The Dothraki constantly pillage and plunder neighboring villages that do not pay them tribute. The Targaryens operate in much the same way. They used the terror of three dragons to subdue the kingdoms under their control and continued to reign with violence. They fought each region and won, uniting them as one kingdom under their rule. They held court until they were defeated by a challenger and forced to give up control.


    


    

  


  
    Without a Home


    Also of note is that the three families who do not live on lands handed down the bloodline from the Age of Heroes, the Targaryens, the Baratheons, and the Lannisters, are the same families at the forefront of the struggle for power. The Targaryens left their ancestral home of Dragonstone for the city they built at King’s Landing after terrorizing the realm into submission. Having no home in which to return after losing control of their founded empire led to the death of their ancient culture as well as all but two of the bloodline. Dragonstone was put under Baratheon control once Robert took the throne. The two remaining Targaryen siblings have grown up in exile on foreign lands.


    During the Targaryen conquest, the Baratheons became the first family to ever seize The Stormlands after vanquishing the last of its Kings, turning the oldest castle in Westeros into the new Baratheon stronghold. Orys Baratheon, Aegon’s bastard brother, was the man who brought the Stormlands into submission to Targaryen reign. The Baratheons most likely lived in Dragonstone among the Targaryens before making a new home on someone else’s ancestral land.


    The Lannisters earned their homeland not through physical defeat, but through trickery and deceit. Their ancestor manipulated his way into power, taking over what had belonged to the Casterly House since the Age of Heroes. They become the third family to make a home out of another family’s ancestral holds.


    Both the Targaryen and Baratheon families fought their way into power, while the Lannisters manipulated their way in. All three families remain connected and are now heading into battle against one another. Here are the connections:


    A Lannister served as Hand of the Targaryen King.


    A second Lannister stabbed the same king in the back, even though belonging to the Targaryen Kingsguard and sworn to protect him.


    A Baratheon descendant usurped the Targaryen throne


    Same Baratheon descendant married into Lannister family.


    Lannister blood has taken control under Baratheon name.


    The rightful Baratheon heir is preparing to take the throne from the Lannisters.


    The last of the Targaryen bloodline is preparing for war to remove Baratheon from power.


    In other words, history repeats itself when Baratheon and Targaryen prepare for a fight, while Lannister manipulates a position of power.

  


  
    

    Did You Know?


    The scenes of Westeros are filmed in areas of Northern Ireland. Maltos is used to properly portray Essos.


    A language expert from the Language Creation Society was hired to create an authentic Dothraki language. The actors worked to learn the new language as part of the authenticity of the show.


    Many of the scenes contain constructed sets built into the landscape, but CG animation is used to fill in the rest of the details, such as the towering castle keeps of the various strongholds and the view from the Moon Door of The Eyrie.


    Specially trained “acting” animals were used that only perform one trick. For example, the horse that falls in the joust was taught to only do that one stunt.


    Ravens are very inquisitive and as trainable as dogs.


    The dogs used as direwolves are a special breed of Inuit dog bred to look like a wolf.


    Each established region of Westeros has a surname given to bastard children. Here is a list of them:


     The North: Snow


     The Riverlands: Rivers


     Iron Islands: Pyke (the name of the main island)


     The Vale: Stone


     King’s Landing: Waters


     Highgarden: Flowers


     Dorne: Sand


     Westerlands: Hill


     Stormlands: Storm


    There is no particular surname given for bastards born in Essos.


    


    A striking new dimension of computer animation is introduced at the beginning of each episode. Since our story involves a fantasy world with different geography than our own planet, the show creators felt a map would help to familiarize the audience with this new world. The pop-up, working game board represents a map of the mythical world into which we have been drawn. It is meant to be just as complex as the story. The four main power Houses of King’s Landing, Winterfell, The Wall, and Vaes Dothrak are always shown, but as the story unfolds, so do additional areas of the Kingdom. Not until half way through the season did The Eyrie appear on the game board map, as it does in the storyline. The same goes for Lord Frey’s manor, The Twins, which pops up in the intro to the episode where Cat agrees to marriage arrangements for Robb and Arya. Numerous designs and animation styles were tested before the current introductory map/gameboard was selected. New and long-time fans alike are left to eagerly speculate about what fresh innovations will be in store for season two.


    


    


    

  


  
    The Hub


    . . . “Game of Thrones quickly becomes a great and thundering series of political and psychological intrigue bristling with vivid characters, cross-hatched with tantalizing plotlines and seasoned with a splash of fantasy.”


    - Los Angeles Times


    “’Game of Thrones’ is the latest entry in television’s most esteemed category: the sophisticated cable drama about a patriarchal subculture…a sprawling, multi-character exploration of a closed, often violent hierarchical system.”


    - The New Yorker


    “Game of Thrones is a complicated story with numerous characters and a dense, interwoven back-story. The ambition is immense, the fantasy world exceptionally well-conceived, the writing and acting elevating the entire series beyond contemporaries…”


    - The Hollywood Reporter
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